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FROM TEE EDI’I{)RS DEK............

FIRST IN 4POLOGY to all those who should have recieved fan glants . # 2
and did not, Due to & number of thimgs including long working haura, illness,
and a general balling up of the mailing list, I realize there sre some who did
not recieve tha cépies which they rightly deservede Anyone who got so badly
treated will be pacified if they will drop me ome lest lino there are still
plont of copiss avaiables .. and again my apologies to 8lls

REGARDING FUTUEE ISSUES.... Fan Slabts will now appear én FAPA inasmuch
as nea?ly all my subscribers are FAPA mombors, and 1t would simplify suttcrs.
no ond, Fan Slents will still be aveilablo to all ouside of FAPA who request
it provididg that I know shead of publication. Mike and I had said saveral
timos thnt we folt tho quality of FAPA mailings should be improved and while
Miko is no longod diroctly connscted with the publicetion of FS, I still intond
to koop up what I started. Of course thore are always & numbar of worth whilc
mags in FAPA but would still likc to sce the total mount.

"FANDOM is a delightful hobby but outside of that 1t serves very llttle pur-
pose. As long as bt remains & hobby rather than an obhsession or life's work,
T believe that fandom derinitely has something to offers Sam Russell once made
a rather disparsging remark about 'bright eyed thirteen year 0lds" in fendom.
That he forgot to mention wag the fact that a certain few fans seen 1o ugo it
as & buffer between them selves and the possibility of gotting enymore maturo
ewe= gt loast momtalye This dofinitely doss not ropreawnt a hoalthy sate of
of boing, and fandom can bc thankful that this type of fan aero definitoly in
the minority. For fandom would bo of little value if et least tho grater part
of it did not roach an adult stag¢ along with its more ndvanced memborse THEIO
of course will always be new féns, that 1s the very life blood of any organiza=
tion, THoy have to be maturod, proforably by & more maturc fan rather then
semo of our snobish sucdosmsophis tieamtcs who unfortuately find their way indo
the top ton by moans of hard work and then are content to ride on their rop-
utations. 211 in a1l howover progress should be twoard ths bettor and I am_
rather inelinod to think that fondem is working along thosc linos in spite of
the offorts »f peoplc liko Dogler and cortain othor unmontionablos.

THE FANS ARE SLANS idea has boen pretty much aired by al-mast avcrons
that I hnvo comc in contact with and there is still vory 11t o doubt in my
mind as to the definite conclusion that fans are not alansa Thoy are only
ordinnry individuals, who find in ono another o common bod that diatinguishes
them frem other of Horoe Sapionse The nature or valuo of this bond can be
enlled cithor detrimental or dofinitely holpfuls Fantasy is one of the finest
Porms of literature, nnd one of the most imaginativo, roading it is one of those
great oxperionces of which fow of us aver tiroce. Howov:r to qrap oncaclf up.dn
contitnunl veil of Fantosy nod never came up for eir is not nearly so good«
Anysne in order to lond o normel 1ifo has 12 hava rmora than one pursuit that
pertokes of thoir ‘tire and cfforts. If thoy don't have they becoro stalo and
vory unintecresting, they ~ro apt to find thenselves living in a world of thoir
ovmn makingese.«2ll by thomsolves.

" Now would have to come the deocisiong which type of fan is the so~called
slan?s Obwiously 4t could not bo the completely juvimile cseapiste Yot if
tho other typo of more worldly slan trios to do anything out of the ordinary
(from o fan viowpoint) he finde himself irmodiately ostrancised by the moro
tpure’ manbors of the fan group. - Such was tho caso in the Bixel St. row here
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in dear old Shangrie La, Ift fact the row finally got down to purely personal
issue,’

To sum up the SLAN argument one might well say thete are poilnis on both
sides of the argument, To the good; are the’'facts that,’fans have an especisl
appreciation of all the finer things of life, literaturs, mmsit,, art ete, thay
more readily accept advances of a scientific and social nature, they have a con~
sistently broader Yiewpoiht than the average and they are less prone %o criticise
than ordinary man.

On the other side remain several obvious f acts whieth have beon pointed out
by a‘large numbermof fannios; némoly, fana are eccentrie, they aro escapists,
lazy, litc in a world of drcams, thoy acomplish almost nothing in the way of °
anything, and last but net least thoy asre deinitely mslajuste, mentaly, moraly,
and socizlly, { ¢o use Lancy's famous remark, " In fandom, a porvert is &
guy who goos out with woemon,"0e Also the foet romains that the 1little slans
are greatly intoleront of thoso whem they consider Inferior to there own oxe
alted porsonngos, Give thom snae litile defoct in a follow fan and watch them
gn to town buisily dbuilding up thelr own littlo ogos by toaring somcone clses
aparte ( Arocont oxomplo was Speors rather vicious romarks on the negro
quostion in tho last FAPA or the Kepnor 4incident , hores).

So sum it up for yoursclves; arc they or aren't thoy ==--porscnally I eam
inclined to think not,

THE LAST TWO ISSUES OF FAN SLANTS HAVE FEATURZD ARTICIES ON THE UTOPIA idea,
And out of thesc articlos bas como a great &cnl of contréversy. The ergumonte
sumcd up secm to point to two things : one, that very few fans are sate
isfied with any one form of ism, and two if they were they would be too lazy
to do anything about it.

Laney ecoressed the {dea in his article that the whole thing was mors
or less useless because thc mverags man would naver have the intelligence to
roalize that {n the long run he would benifit from cettain forhs of social
bettermenty In this I am very much inclined to agreo with him, very fow if
‘any of tho general puhlic have a vision much beyond what offects thom por=
somally. This 18 also truo of tho so callod ' Nationelists'! that are preve
olent in thc press these days. Of courso as Thompson reitereted they repreo-
scnt a highly resctionary school of thought but still tho viewpoibt ig lim-
ited In its scopo and vision,

It is here that Sendom and similat groups could meke thelr great cone
tribution to pulic thinking, Fans should have, almo=t az a mattor of course,
tho typc of mind that could vistalize the world as a whole ratkor then in
parts as ' moat of our leadors aro inelirsd to do. I am not implyinz 4n
any sensc of the word thet fana have the "Deglorian equivilent of e 'Cosm-
ic mimd'" but rathor that through thoir rcading habits, familiarity with the
culturc of othor countries, &nd kmowledge in genorel, they are woll equipp=—
ed to thus so think, Howover likec nearly all other intelectuals, or would
be inteloetuals thero is littls possibility that they would cvar do enything
along this line, They arc mere apt to just forget about the whole thing
or give it up as hopoless, As Thompson claimed, if the intslloectuals would
put morc effort nlong theso constructive lines thon many of theo ovils of
the prosont finy set up could bo climinateds Howervor ¢t wrul 14 8- 8hoir

job to cducate tho masses in opposition to those persoms now in controll of
the cducational systmn vho are interoated in maintcining o status quo as
long oz it iz to thosc porsons benofit, Thus fandonm oculd beocamo usGe
full insteand of the hodge=podge nothingless that it is now,. But don't
anyone hold their broath untill theoso things come to pass. It will never
D& But after all its moro fun this way --=- or is it ?
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DONALD A, WOLLHEIM

It is constantly suprising to note that in splte of the vast amount of
writing and dalking done by science fiction fandon today, very little ate
tention 1s acctually pald to the background and history of tho fiolde tOTm
fice was brought to my attention thot the only atiompt at historicsl roetench
in fondom has boen done by one who 1s admittedly not viry famillior with the
earlisst phraess of the fields I refer to Jack Speor's gaveral offorts ot
fan history =~-- his data does not seem to extend much before 19366

Thig artiale does'not proposs to be a carefully detailed piece of re-
search. It iz, rather; a genersl effort to deplet the rise of fandom and
covers the period which might be called prehistorical =- = asg well as the
Year One of Fandom., That is from 1829 to 1836}

In his history, Jack Specr has detacted What he terms several success=
ive waves of fans, which he has termed, Firsi, Socond, and Third randoms, the
present beinz the tail end of the Third Fendom period { recontly Claudc Teg~
ler was called down for claiming that this was really the period of the rise
of the Fourth Fandoms The callsr~down deniod this. However considoration
of the claim scems.to havs incroasing merit. But that is a difforont story,)
Speer determincs thesc pericds through different phases of actlivity such as
the changing national organizations and the leading elub centers, the load-
ing fan magazines and thc lcaders in fandom.

#hile I do not entirely accept Speerts version of fan history, for the
sake of the story let us dmagine that fandom does operate in reccuring waves
In that case thewe is an entire fandom about which Tack Speer has not Haarde-

or slse never racognized, This might be truly called the First random and

all the others shoved back accordinglye. II covered a period from 1929 to 193d.
1933 to 1034 1s what Jack Speer calls an 'interrogmm® { a poriod betweon
fandoms; a period lacking Atwasotion, order, and definite centralizations

In 1934 arese the beggining of thoe type of fan we ¥now andl understands For
that. reason one may call tho fandom that went bafore =-pro = fandome

These definitions are important, for that I wish %o make eclear 1s that
despite much sctivity in thet Pre- fandom period of dim legend, it did not
actually merge into the Firat Fandoms IT supplies mainly the fertile so0il
for that fandom to grov im. Out of that Pro-fandom alsg cmergad many names
vhich we comnect today with either professitnal wori oF cortein shadowy OCLn~
sions}l fanness,’ Such names aroc; Ray Palmer, Juliue Swartz, port moianger,
Lestor Anderson, Cliffton Amsberry, P. Schuylor, walter Dennis, Aubroy i per-
mitt.

But what do I mcen by fandom? Fendom 15 not just tho readors of acienco
fiction magazines. If timt wers po, thare wns B pundom in April of 1926. Nani~

festly, it means more than thut, Pandom peans the group of randars vho malin-

tain contscta with each other by means independont of the pro magazines tnd

5 in nloser
who seak to gravitate together on grounds of having corinin fntarasts :
conjunstion to nch other then to tho gonaral public, which {ntorosto aro alsc

sonnected tith scionce-fiction.
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The ' mesus indibendent of the pro=- magazines' is the all- imnortant

banding link. It may be a national fan club, 1t may be a local one, it ma
be through mﬁtual of fan oublished, nén professiongi fan magazineé. Todag,

fandom is bound by all of these things, and each fan in meny ways, (OTresw
pondence rings also play a strong part === but such rings ~w- unless they de-
velope into orgenizations —— ¢annot be easily traced, do not allpw for ruch
expansion, and can not homestly be called & binding link capeble of sell

advancement,

smazing storiss back in the late twenties had a peeuliar featurs; it had
a letter eolum which was -used by roaders writing in commenting on stories
and get their letters published, ZEventually, readers would start asking for
corresvondents. Correspondents on the subject of sciences In those days eVe
eryone thought the only resson for science~ Tiction was to teach ageiencs in
sugar eosted pills, That was the femous Gernsbaok Delusion end while it laste
ed, true fandom could not emerges A fan of Yhose days first had to conslder
himself & science fan, secondly a science~ fiction fan, Tt was somothing to
apologize for. ' :

By and by, the readers would write in suggesting the orgenization of a
selence correspondencé club, The editors approved of the idoe and every now
and then through 1928, would publish letters suggésting the thinge. verious
plans for it were paraded out ==- but odly enough, nothing secmed to happen.
Just talk,

It was not untill November 1929 issue of smazing stories that a lut-
ter appeared finally announeing the fermation of the things The lotter was by
Leonard Ifay and it stated that several months before the sSelence gorrcspondenco
Club had come into existance, It was then being organized and a club bullo=
ton was in preparetion, The organization of tho club, which claimed thirty
members, was credited to Aubrey Clements and Raymond A, Palmer,

In the January 1930 issue appeared further information by a letter from
Walter Depnise It stated thot the elub now had fifty members and that the or-
genization was preceeding rapidiye The club vas pianning on ducs of § 3400 a
years ( Remember this was pre- depression)s -

" The science Correspondencs Club grew rapidly. Fandom was already on its

waye Its first bulletons caught fire among the dry tinder of readerg and mome
bership grew fast, I believe it raached the Tigurcs of almost two hundred

before it started on the dovnerades But it remained, in thoory, a elub for
the conduet of corraespondence about seience, znd that vos its blindnoss. 1ts
bulléton had sefernl names but f£inally settled down to the title of *Cosmol=
ogy'e Sixteen members in all appsared {17 my memory do es not £ail me --it
1s the one mejor fenzine missing from my colleetion)s Cosmology mainly dovo-
ted &ts pages to simplified science articles, sclence fietion alwoys occupied
a minor place among i%s peges. It would make oxcocdingly duil rceding toa
fan today. [any fans would proabably reject it as a fan magazine entirclye

Yet the group swept one. Raymond A. Palmer, Amsborry, lller, pennis, snd
Nac Dermott steered it along favorable channels untill a man named ¥, B, Eason
was elected president. Eason appears to hava boon & eurious man, with a N=p-
oleonic complex. Or perhaps & Hitler omes He succeoded in wrecking this clud
virtually single- handed,
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According to a little leaflet put out by Raymond PAlmer in 1933 in a
last effort to save the club, Eason missued his authoxfity as president by ate

tempting to dictate to the mémbers, Fhich is to sey that ho orderod -
and members around by moans of tolsgrams and lcttcrg instructing themcggﬂ%g-s

this---=that---and the othor thinge Ho lovied specicl dues for objocts o o-

lonc wanted, He roiscd hob with tho oditors of thc Cosmology and organized
local clubs composed of stooges who overrode the Tigoer de8isions of the

founding membors.

It should be addod hecre that his installzation appeers to have bocn due
to illness oveorcoming Palmer who had beon Presidonts Palmor worked so hard
on tho club thet he suffercd a norvous brezkdowns It was during his cnforce
ed abscence that Fason got his damage in.

When Palmer rcturned to activit¥ ne found the organization virtuwally
pulverized. Tho Intornational Scientific Association, which'was the nomo Ge
doptod ty the Science Correspondenco Club in its socond yehr, Tas roducod to
nothing, Its publications had not appeered in many months, its membors hed
mostly quit, refusing to have anything to do with Presidon% Feson, its funds
oY = e ry and iHn rott tubllohed ong logd fesug of (ogmo=
Y§§§ ?%lan 5%%§?¥’t6“?2$140 thn Cgug?rvﬁg vas %ngog {us "1353*, [} oon%a.noﬁ
a nov constitudion, and vas entirely devoted to scicnce moteriale Just to
ahowr the wlde gop thot still existed between the I.S.A, group rnd modern fone
dom, I ®ill quote the purnosc of the organization as given in its constitute

ion in 19532 :
"e--to promote the advancement of seientifie thought, . to cncourage dis-

cussion apd exchange of new idoas, and t ostablish end maintnin boiter co-
ordinntion betweecn the selentifically inclined layment of tho world-—=".

Not n word about scicnceafictiont -

But, indcpendently of the T.S.44, scinece=fiction hnd ncguired & cone
sciously pro-fiction fandom of its omm. It dovolopod in Now York in the form
of o cludb called the Seicnecers, It was orpnnized in Decomber 1928 by Nethon
Groenficld. It consited originally of four membors, but rapidly grew to per=
heps twenty or morc, Allan Glasser beewme ita forerost lcadcre 3crtimcr
Toisingor, Julius Schwartz becamc other lcadors. In July, 1930, it brought
out its riimeographcd olub orgnne="Tho Plenet”, .

3 poaln gt 1% ‘o=
fn ﬁonq%gn:g%gggg?ggc nx}é 1§i§’»°%1‘ go 11 gﬁgégi'ri'c %‘{},g’.“’ OI%%nb o¥3.1 nea ‘?ﬁo?'gbhﬁe-
vise seicrce-fiction mestings. The morbers torc arare of the I.S.k., Sone
of %them were rerbars, buf fhoir redivitics never "grc_in_support af that
plub, thoy torc nivegy soncrhat indePondent cnd outsido the T.8.4. Tovoes

nent.,

Other local groups were developing, though rone had such influcnce and
they left virtually no mork at nll on rocorde T have records of tho Junior

Seientifie hasociztion whose base was mainly on tho Viest Const. Honded by
Jim Nicholson, Forrest ickermnn nne Stoekton Show 1% also proclained its ine
tont to ereste a liking for science among young ren and worens EEE it pro=
posed to do this by tencourcging tho ronding of geiontific fictioneg Glory
bel The idon was boginning to sink inl
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While the I.S.A. was riding its way through the arid regions of science~
hobbying, the Scienceers were learning their way arounft and betzining to think
like Pang. There club was wobbly as an organization ~-- 1t had changed format
several timés and there had been treasury trouble among other thingse The mem=
bers though, @ ideas end so ij Jenuary 1932 there appeared the very first mg-
azine that was a club organ of any sort, but was published 1o bo & fen magazine
for scitnce Piction ohthusiasts. 1%t was 'The Time Travelor', aditod by Allan

Glassor, assistod by Julius Swartz, Mort Weistngor and Forroat Ackarman.

The Pime Travelor gathorod spoed and popularity and with 1ts third issue
bocame printeds It rapidly pickod up followers and wouldwbs fan writers, and
gradually drew into its course the attontion of tho more intoTosted scionce-
fiction readers,

In tho summer of 1932, tho cripis came that split the scloncoors and anded -
the'Timo Travolor's’ Allon Glasser and Julius Swartz had a felling oute Glnsser,
aftor a brief fight, wns forced out of fandom., Swartz, Woisinger, and Joined by
Ray Palmer started n sucessor to tho ¥imo Traveler called ' Scionce Fiction Dig~
cst,'

1933 found Seionce Fiction Digest growing if strongth and fondom dtill in
tho days just prior to any real fan orgenizetion, For tho firat TeSehe ymz ool
and dond. Glasser tried to . fourd a group called the ' Fantasy Fan Fratornity'
whieh joincd him in oblivion.

But the same stirrings that moved through Amazijg Stories brought forth a
new growth in the same way that the first Seience Correspondende Club had come=
out of the dark., JIn September 1932, three fans who had coms ta correspond through
the pages of Amazing Stories’ letter colums formed a clube It was called the
'Eqison Science Correspondence Club', The mambers were ——- E.Cs Lovo, Carl John~
son, and Waltor Kubillius. Noge of ihen knew anything about tho T+S.A., the
Seicnceers or the Time Travolors,

Ths now c¢lub dawdled on, always amall, Blways 1imited, rocieving little pub-
1icity. The name ¢hanged to thon-'Coamos Science Ciub', publishad an organ call-
ed 'The Radingram®, later =-- ono called tho 'Edigrem's But 1t was a point of,
interst that sclenee fiction wee nover subdued in thoir pagos sa in ' Cosmology's
By Octobor 1933 tho club began to build {tgolf upe dJohn Michel, & new mombor,
nnd Edmerd Getvals roorganized the group and called 1% * The Internationdl Coamos
Science "Club, snd startod 8n an organizational drive, By that time all the
other organizations &n fandam were non=existant, Boaides there was only the
Science Fiction Digest,

In May 1934 snother tiny group made iis appearancos Wilson Sheperd of Alae
bema and Donald Ae Wolhcim began to push a little hektogrephed journel called
called 'The Bullcton Of The International Science Tiction Guild'e This early
fan magazine still oxists having passod through seaveral motamorphisds , and
today is known as the Phantagraph -—- a name it took in 1936, It 1z the oldest
oxiating fan meg, The Guild was origionally a local group of threo or four
aroud Shopherd's vicinity, but it aguired a fow membors during 19%4. WoRkeinm,!*
rapidly assuméng a position second to Shehordd , was authorized to contact o
Intornctional Cosmos Seicnce Club, which had hosdquarters in New York also,
According to their letters in Amnzing Stories.
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‘By November 1934, I had visited and joined the New York Branch of the
ICSC; meeting there John Michel, William Sykora, end Herbert Goudket ( a fan
active in that group untill its dissoloution).

In September 1934, under Michel's'editorship, the I«CsS.Cs had published
the first number of &ts official organ, The Interational Observer, 4t followed
the pattern of Cosmology r&ther than that of The Science Fiction Digosts It
was mainly science Articles, and only during the next two years did scienco
fiction gradually cdge out the othor materiale

Now I pausc to point out hore that tho roal activity of tho First Fandom
is to bo found hore in 1934. For we were not aware of any influoncc from the
I.S.A.'s formor membérs., Tho Science Fietion Digest, which changod its mame
to Fantasy Moga zine, was followed by us, but not grosted toc enthusiastically.
Wo hed at tho beggining inly sparsc contact with its oditors and by tho ond of
the year woro fuoding with thom, A fuod which lastod untill the Second Fastorn
Scicnco Fiction Congcntion of 193%.

The fuod devoloped through thrés reasons --- one, though mone of us hed
been associnted woth the Scionccers, Sykora and Goudket had beoen’frionds with
the Glassor faction =nd they folt that Swartz had acted unfeirly, (’timo‘has
caused mo to think that any justice was entiroly on Swartzes side) ) tow,
Svartz or his mszazine reftsed to join or approve of the ICSC and acted indiff-
erent to the interest of the creation of a stf organization, three Swartz was
on the side of Gersbackis Wonder Stories.

The laost reflerence refers to a point whith was the cause of a point celebre
of the First Fandom, GCernshack, at that time, was cngaged in shady deals about
the stories which he published in Wonder Storiess For the most parts ho pree
forrcd not to pay hés writers and thoro vore constant lawmsuite and bickeringe
The ICSC and Shopherd(s ISFG wishod to publicize this state of affairs, Sunrtz
oppoacd 1t, and his magrzino was one of infucnco.

Fantasy Magazine still held the attention of most of the 'fana® of the por=-
iod and tho dcbris of the ISA, Folowing tho lino of Fantesy Megezine, they
were reluctnnt to support any new group, including tho ICSC, Thus it was rep~
141y bocomming necessary to oppose Fantnsy ilagnzinoe in an effort te push vhet
had bocamo the only real nationnl fan socioty chead {the ISFG was dostined to
romain & small body numorically snd to vanish in 1935)s  Yet remeber that tho
ICSC st311 mointained that it wns a seicnco club first, a scicnco ~ fiction
¢ludb second.

In Januery 1935, Sykora replecod Gorvais os prosidont and Michel remeined
secretery of the ICSC, The club hed perhaps twonty members. And % was now 1o
face the groatest battle of the first deys of fandem -~ o battle which if 1%
hed lost might have sot the progross of fandom back several yoars, Wonderr
§torics announced the Science Fietion 2leazue.

The Science Fiction League, at its beggining, was bu no meand ¢the morbind,
cupon ¢lipping clud that it is today. Headed in actuality by a young fan,
Charles D. Hornig, and backed by the wide-open publicity and expérience of
Hugo Gernsback ( who hed founded many a sucessfull magezine club)}, tho initial"
campaign had plenty of vigor and ideas, The S.F.Les offered to help form clubs,
to mako contacte for would be club directord, and to used its magazine influence
for all sorts of efforts. Tho idoa, of course, was to build up Vonder Stoios,
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through the subirefuge of building up scisnce fiction fandom.

Now why should the ICSC heve opposed this? Ehy sould the defeat of this
program have been essentiall The reason lies in certain other aims of Gernsbacks

At that time Hogo Germsback was accordes as one of the loasgtreliable pub=
1ighors in the bulsness . Vhich is to say that ho'd rmeh rathor not pay for a
story than to do so, Meny young writers wore being rooked rignt and loft for -
talcs, This was dishonest, It was clearly the duty of those irndependent fans,
in the knowto put a stop to this e= for ot was definitoly dblackening the neme
of scicnes fiction throughout the profossional world { a fact I confirmeé magy
times in my professional earcor since them —- up to tho last few yoara, atf
writer wore regerded by most professionals as ampaturish idiots w-= not for
their type of writing dbut for their commercial guilability,

When Shopherd and myself made an effort to publishk news items in rogards
to this thing, wo immodiately ocountored the hostility of the hoad of tho SFL,
Gersback's vaid omployce Hornig, and the hestility of tho Fantasy Magezine
erowd too. The ICSC, however, was on our sides

But there is & greator point than this, From the bdoggining, tho SFL
was forccd to aet as an agoncy opposing the oxpression of real opinion by
feng, if thet opinion should prove dotrimental to tho best interests of the
sponsoring publisher, It was their attitude that the world of fandom should
be reduced to o servile clique of bslioving juviniles. Appleusze, not erite
iciem was desircd,

And 4f fondom hed gome’into this trap, estadblished a precident, thore at
the boggining for servility, it would havo marked the ond of all that was inti-
lectunl, intolligent, croativs, or sglf-substaining, This tho ICSC saw and for
this wveason the ICSC get itaself to fight the SFL along cll linos,

We startod a publicity campeign e-arly in 1935 to bring out the facts
about Gernsback's non~payment schemes, This fight sucéeeedsds It may have
taken another “wo years to bring sbout the inewitable, but ti is judged to be
the factor which started Gernmsback on the road to quitting his seience~fiction
publisher, turning his magezine over to an honest publisher, not interested in
controlling fandom for his own ends, Standard Megezines, For this campaign
brought about the continuesus and self=aceleratiug collsction of payment from
Gernsback which lod him to decide that tho matter was not so profitablo.

Or so I have been teld,

Bu¥ <ho ICSC fought thoe SFL in irs clubs too, and zlways wojs Presontation
of the truth ecould not lose., Tho history of 1935 mnd 1936 was marked by that
fight, in which the ICSC alone placod its cause %o fandom, now meinly organdzed
in the rash of Hornig-contrelled SFL choptors throughout the nation, One after
another these chaptors oithor changed their namo or fell apart or vhanged thier
structire to ondepcndenty.

Moanwhila, outside of that, the ICSC :achicved in 1935 the first and last
actual worldly ccomplishment of a scioneo-fiction clube That was the first
American rockot mail flight, Two mnil carrying rockets built and shot off by
tho Now York ICSC madec national nows and estnblished a place in Rocketemail
history as tho first in North Amorica. Some of tho rockot stampts pranted
by the ICSC for this flight wore guotod at $50 ench only n fow years lator.
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Tn 16936, also, the ICSC changed its neme to the International Scientiflc
dssociation { with permigsion of that gtoups laat 1dantifisble member, Hey
Palmer; took for its own, By permission, the saigntific emblem origionated
by Amnzing Stories (see Sept 1928 1ssues; grew larger end becams the most
jnfivontinl of indopondent clubse.

But. by this %ime, fandom had definitely amerged in shape. New clubs
and now fan mags were booming evermheres ,The SFL loaders, shattered out of
thoir Wonder Stories worshipping, werce starting to act indepandently.
Fandom in 1936 wouls appoar almost femillier to the fan of todaye

The fist fan convention oceured in October of 1936 whon tho NYBISA
at my sugzestion visited the Philadelphia Club cnd convened W th 1te Fron
that time on convontions became the avvepted thinge

But to sum it up;

1, The first ISA never origionated the fandon of today
because it could rot understand its rolc as a true
setenco Tiction club, Its members morely learrod to
know onch other === most of tham %o mve aquirsd a corti-
ain eallousnoss to fan idoalism through 3t. At loast,
sa 1t socmed to ;e through what co ntnct I hevo had
with thome

2, Tho New York Scienceurs wero the first loenl group %o

*  aetually function as a stf elub,
3, Itg mombers published the Pirst roal fan mogazino ——-
" The Time Travollera e : .

4, With tho denth of tho first ISA, fandom vont through
donth = nnd - rebirth] emerging from the ‘eocoon in the
first madorn fan organization The Interm tional Coarws
Setonco Club,. >

5, By the defeat of the SFL, this group moldod the prosent
shape of fandon. '

ooooo-'ootccooocn-ooooco.oo_cn-ooooooooooooo'IHE m'.alllonc'...li.'.l_i.qo.o

FRAGMENT
by James Kepners

A bit of chiseled mérdle, white and clod,

A solitery framhent, agea olgd,

Lay by a stream, on a windsblasted plaine

‘I gearched for other relics tround == in vain,

No other sign remained of what had beens

This oné lone clua to some lost race Of mel.

Porheps, there stdod a city where 8some dold

Angd mighty conqueror went forth to mold

The world to euit hes whimi and then again

It may hove bech an aliar =- on in slain

A thousand human sacrifices when

Mon bowed in foar beforc some god of tim.
Littlo the sculptor thought his work wmld last
When 211 else of his gloried rece had pesssda
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THIS COLUMN IS THE SUCCESSOR to the rdther stupidly titled Fran
Fout in the previous issue. I would greatly eppreciate it if all
readors of Fan Slante would in some manner signify their opinion
of this type of column. Mel has given me a completely free hand;
I am writing direotly upon the stencil, guided only by rather
rough notes, and Mel not only will not read this until it has been
run off in his magazine, but he does not even know what I am go-
ing to say. Thus I have a completely free hand, and Mel ie not
Vo be coneidsred responsible for anything that I may say.

——e0 0Q00===
FRANKIE ROBINSON SMASHED another of my treasured illusions during
nis Loo Angeles visit. I had always been under the impresasion
that the reason certain of the more fanatic of us spent so many
hours in dusty book stalls and magazine stores was that we wished
to read the ewag from these junkets. Young Robinson seems Quite
proud of the faot that he collects somewhat in the manner of a
weirdly eye-browed pack rat dragging precious bits of dime store
Jeweiry to his neet, and makes no bones of the faot that he does
not read his magazines. Upen making inquiry among local collec~
vors, I was amazed to find that few of them read the stuff. Un—
dexr such a regimen, it ia difficult for me to ese the paint in
collecting at all, While of course it is Quite true that many,
if not most, pulp stories are scarcely worthy of an extended pe-
rusal, I should think that it would neceessitate quite an elabor~
ate bit of mental gymnastice to term a mere acgcumulator a fan.

~==00000~=~=
MOST FANZINE READERS believe that Don Wollheim (with nearly a .
decade of Phantagraph) and Harry Warner (with four years of Space-
ways) are the all-time stalwarte of amateur publishing., There is,
hovever, an old gentleman in Haverhill, lMassachusetts who makes
Wollheim and Warner look like beginners. - This man, C. W. 1Tryout™
Smith, has been publishing amateur magazines for no less than 75
years! Though he was 91 years old last October, he is still quite
eotlive, as evidenoed by the current number of The Tryout, which
came off the preas in June 1943, and which is the 569th amateur
magazine he haa published....In 18723, Tryout published eight diff-
erent lssues of three different magazines, then qQuit for sixteen
years., In 1888, he atarted The Monthly Visitor, and published 115
consecutive monthly issues before its suspension in 1899, Retip-
ing from business in 1903, he gpent eleven Years casting about for
something to occupy his time; and finally, after having in the
meantime published eseveral pamphlets, decided in 1914 to "try out®
another amateur magazine. Evidently Mr. Smith is still PTrying-
Qut®, as hie latest issue is whole number 245!, ...Tryout's publish-
ing efforts have circulated almost exclusively to members of NAPA,
and have generally been of a non-fantastio nature, However, Smith
was an Intimate friend and associate of H. P, Lovecraft for many
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years-~in faot, it was Loveoraft who gave hlm his nickname--and
was the original publisher of a great many of HPL'e writings, in-
oluding such olassios as The Terrible 0ld Man, The Cate of Uithar
and The Luzking Fear.....Tryout has alwaya“ﬁﬁhe‘iIl'?HE’ﬁEfE‘EH_"
his various magazinee: selesting and editing the material, setting
the type by hand, printing it on his own press, and addressing and
malling out the iseues. Though he is an expert printer, this has
alwaya been nothing more than a hobby with him, and he has never
foliowed the printer's trade (his vocation was the management of
a box faotory).....0, W. Smith's long carser is certainly an in-
epiration to any amateur publisher, and a challenge to the fanzine
field. I salute you, Tryout.

~=~00000~=~ \
A NEW TREND IN THE FANZINE FIELD is the increasing number of pub-
goription papers whioh are ourtailing their circulation and be-
ooming FAPAzines only, with perhaps a 8light outslide circulation.
Farsaci'e Ooldepn Atom and Widner's Fanfare have already appeared
a@ FAPAzines; and now Mel Brown, Jimmy Kepner, Frank Wilimczyok,
and poeeibly Phil Broneon plan to ciroulate their subecription
'zines in FAPA. Ae publisher of the elaborate Acolyte, I can of
courase eympathise with editors who find the orank-turning on large
editions beyond their time and Inclination; but on the other hand,
ag a fan with the long-term good of our hobby at heart, I cannct
but question the wisdom of this fast-growing policy of recesaion.
While thers is not one of us who would not prefer having Fan Slantse
as a FAPAzine inatead of loeing it altogether, it ie gertain that
fandom will probably wither and die unlesa new blood oan be added.
How a fanzine that ciroulates only %o the rather elite group of
FAPAns and other top fans can do anything towards developing the
newsr reoruite into worthwhile fans is beyond me, While of coursa
there will probably alwaya be subacription fanzines of one sort
or another—--witness the amazing number of titlese boaested by the
Vulcan group headed by Lionel Innman—-~a fow at least of the older
and more mature publishers are going to have ito attempt to reach
the entire field if they expect to have any influence on it, or
even if they expect to remain ig the top ten,

==00000~~=~
THE HORRORS OF COMPOSING directly on the stencll can be beauti-
fully exemplified by my failing %o liet Croutch's Light and Wat-
son'e Sgpprho as former subscription 'zines whioh have become F4Pd
entzies only. Stupid of me, wasn't it?

—==00000=e~
BOOB TUCKER'S IMMORTAL CONTRIBUTION to fandom's vocabulary is
epreading amazingly. I presumé mosi fan8 know, theoretically at
least, what is meant by the term "xose-bud", but it may not be
@0 generally realised that this word is gathering momwentum in the
outside world as well. I have been told on very good amthority
that this phrase ie virtually standard ueage new in at least two
army campe, and know that it is gaining ground in.several local
defense plants. Certainly the term filla a orying need; it ls
just the happy medium between awkward medical phraseology and the
obscene argot of the gutter--it would not eurprise we in the leagt
to find it used universally a decade from now. How delightfully
ironio it would be, if, after all our high-minded and endless die-
cussions on the future of the world, this term "rose-bud" should
be fandom's only contribution to world culture!

===00000~~=
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WEIRD MUSIC
By Duane W. Rimel ‘& Fmil Petaja,
Reprinted from Fantasy Magazinea

Since the dawn of civiliztion and probably long befors, the soul of man
has ithrilled and tremhlef to one kind of strange music or another. The savage
voodoo drums of Africa; +the hatsh strains bf Oriental rythms; the fengo of
South America; the classics and even modern Jazz -~= are £i11ed in varying
degrees with ummistakable woirdness. There is something ab~ut B molady or a
sucossionm of harmonic changes portraying intense fear, sorrow, Tremorse, oF
other gladmy moods of humon naturs th-at is casily rccognizable yat quite un-
dofinable, Thoy awake qu sr thoughts and emotions which no mers languags
or tounge can interpret,

One of these most famous fontastic compssitions ie Depeg Macabra , the
ghnstly dancc of doat h by Snint=-Snens, Misic such es Rimsky = Korszkov's
Schorczadde Suite which id £1lled vith the glamor and oxotic charms of Arabjan
Nights and his fairy talc operss 4re roplete with fantastio atmoshoere, The
Gounod Faus¥ Bnllot music conjures up a astrangc sceno in a dark castle high
in the mruntninsg of CGormany on Bnlpurgis night. Mophistophlea causes all the
dcnd bequtips === Holon of Troy, Clcopatrn, cie =~ to appear end danco beforo
Foust who mey take his choice from omong tham, Such mksic ovokes a weird and
@odorfull panorammn, Bdward Groig's FEER GYNT SUITE is a mastorpioce of fone
cifu;sonsuous’nnd sinstcr rythm patcrns, Tehnikomsky is the god of sad and
somber themes, ofton hoirt-tendering in their pathos ==-gonotimes wolling up an
jntense orchastrial sobe --= sometimos low and pnssisnate in sxquisito dopth
of sorrnw; while Racimonanofr's compositons llke Igln Of Tho Doads aTo apine
chilling in their vividncss. Thore aro countless other weird comporsétions in
tho classics even such conterporary works as Gorohwin's Bhapsody in Bluo, end
Grofe's Grand Canyon Duite possess morc than a touch of feney end it would tako
many volurmcs to cover and adequately doscribo all tho music of this typc.

In litordturc wo £ind that many pleces havo boen inspired or written about = ird
music, o Poe's great poem the Bells catches some of the elusove charm that
only eerie sounfs can evoke, Same.of the best stories in wieird Tgleg —have
have dolt with the subjoct, "The M;usic of Eric Zeamn"; by H.P. Lovecraft, ably
portrays the wild suggestive notes of the bass viols " Bells of The Occans™,

by Arthur J. Burks brings to its roaders tho sense of unknown horroy inapired

by unearthy music. Tho rites of Pan are climaxed to the accompenymeont of woird ’
piping strains, and we havr all rcad stories in which tho’pipns of Pan are hoard,
reminding ono of the drewsy Acelisn measures of Dobussy's, " Afternoon Of A
Faun" , DMuch weird versp is closcly akin to #1s1c of the same nature =--—~ and
the two arc vory ofton combinef with very excallont reaultse 4As an oxamplo.

twe of H.P. Loveeraft's vorsos, " Fungl From Yuggoth", wera set to music a

voung Los Sngoles Composor, Harold S. Farnossas Roadore od Woird Talea will
romobor.” Seble Roverie™ by Robert Nelscn, for which music has beom writton.
Cortainly when the grat mastors like Richard Wagnor, Felix Medlesson, and

Tan Sibolius ond othots hav o oxpressod themeclves through the modium ot

weird ha-rmonic mnio, 4% is 2ot onso iniasd ts tmmworinl levols.
3}#4. rhezrzzs=RL a*tt.t'-'-n“mh“
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PART 1

It seems that the impression has heen recently leaking out to the rest
of fandom that all 15 not well in Shangrie~la. Or do I express myself too
mildly? At any rate, I doubt if more than a half a dozen faus outside of
this locale have a clear cut impression of what is rea¥M y goling one

Thoroforc this attempts to present an unhiasod account of tho wholo
procecdings. I hopc tho recder’will realizo, of coursc, thhat the rapid
sucession of compli¢ated cvents, somotimcs poorly held in momory, and ine-
complotoly rcecorded, a9 well as tho lavs concerncd with 1ibel, plocc cctain
limits or any such article as this,

Tho Los Angolcs Scioncc Fantasy Secicty, onc of the country's lcading
fan clubs, had after cight ycars, como to adopt tho nickname ond rueh of the
roputation of Jomes Hilton's fomed havon in the Himnleyrse Hovaever, as in -
most organizations, there have always been outbursts of politilcal wrangling,
as well as minor personal fueds, Due %o the more or less unanemous dasire to
preserve the good name of the club, accouvnts of theso former ananositios have
seldom loakcd dut to the rost of fendorie Tho elub secriod to bo known as a
place of poacc, and from all eorncrs of fandon woro eorrilng runors of fans
planning to riovo to Shangri-lLa,

Iast August, I arrivod on tho scenc, frosh from tho roro poaccful confinos
of thc now-dcfunct Goldon Gatc Fantasy Socicty (GCFS), I trust that it was
through ho fault of =y own that at the meoting preeceding tho first onc I
attonded, was to be the last pecacoful stecting of tho elub for nany nonths,

My first rccting sow the club tcke aetion to foreo a dolinquent attondant to
conforrr to the club®s serbership requircnients or botake hor prosconce Clso=-
where. At the next ncoting, with thirty-threc porsons prosont, tho elub lost
much faco as the delinquent's irate spouse had a letter of protest and resige
nation read before the club, At the same mesting, e vistor was somewhat curtly
intoduced as Claude Dogler, an Indians fan, meking a goodwill tour of fandom,

Dogler had supossedly planned to stay only a few days, but he kopt post-
poning tho date of his departurs, He immodiatély began attompts to onlist
local fans in the support of the COSMIC CIRCLE, a'fan organization claiméd to
have alroady succossfully unintod Faster, Souther, and Midwostorn fandom,
aftor tho National Fantasy Fan Fodoration had supposcdly oxpircd. It was not
long before his much discussed Coesmic- Cirsle publicotions began to roll forth

Pago 13



4n a steady stream from the LASKS mimeographe Nor was it much longer be=-
fore serious protests began. Bruce Yetke's open leottér to fandom, challen=
zing gome of the statements in the Cosmic Circle publications, started the
ball rolling, Dogler's matiner of responsc to this and other "anwarcntecd™
attacks, 4s ho tormod’ them; oven ovohtually alichatod thoso like ol Brown,
Mike ¥ern, and mysclf, who, at first, has supportcd him. So thorc was no
longer any question of thethor or not to support tao Cosmie Circlcy #t was
meroly whothor ©€laudc had reritod’ cxcormunication from tho club, After a
poriod of long and hcateod debates, thereo came a somewhat genoral agrocomont
on this quostion, and the protlem narrovcd detm to onc of ' prococdurcs, Tho
cilub posscscd a constitutinon of approximatoly scvon pagcs, howover thore mas
no proccedurc for getting rid of uncantcd membora,

Paul Frochofer was dircctor of the elub at this tdémo, and 3ruec Yerke,
scerctory, Excopt on Thursdey nights, vhen the elubroon wns governoed by the
regulor ‘offtcers of the clubj the elubrowm wos governed by the ront Poycrs
Comittce, mnde up of all nembers vho had pledged 2 doller or rnrc 2 wanth -
tomard the support of the clubroym, One rmemornbleo cvealng in 1lote October,

o geoup of "vigllentes", fiftcon strong, led by Yorke, Forr, -nd Zronson,
actcd thraugh provisisns sot un by the Ront Poyors canittee, nnd »veriding

the votcs of Aekermnn, liorcjo, nnd Joguel {whe felt such oxtrero rcasuros
uncecssary) (Morojo’ wes rondy to cecopt ¥.10 from Dogler Tor ~ lifo ncne
bership in the elub, the orount having been "sct” préviously In the cosc of
John Cunninghm), cxeluded Doglor from the eorriittoo, nnd forbad hir the fur~
ther use of tha elubroar or any’ aights oxcpt thc nfricinl reoting night, Thurs-
dny., Efforts nnd¢ by Frechofor, Daughordy, and myaclf to affcet a corpronilso
worc unsuccessful, ns neithor Clmude zor his opponents would brek doTTe

Sorievhet dissnpointed, but not in the lonst discaurrges, Clauds left Los
Angeles woth promise of a victorious return at a later dates As I mas plaan-
ing to go to Frisce at the time ~- we made the irip together ~~ and spont most
of tho two days in a heated argumont, TFrom $hore ho wont to Battle Creck, for
his socond "exclusion" and I roturncd to Los Angclcs,

The dircctor appointod & constitubional eomittcc, made up of iorojo,
Doughcrty, Yorke ond Bronson, to draft a ncw d secument which would provide,
among othor things, for tho cxelusion of undogircablose The comittcos firat
meeting was a stormy scssion that ~lmost rosulted in certain rosignotions
from thc club, Thc ncw constitution wns complcted nnd ratifics without further
protcsts,

Paul) Frechnfer, boing of pacific nature, tired of tho scven months of
wrengling and so on the trenty cighth of October icndered his resignation s
dircetor, to boecome of "cetive twe wecks honess He roccomended me to Till the
unuscd portion of his torm.. ‘iclt Paugherty also informslly announccd his
ecndidney (ns he docs cvery clcetion..thé cds), btut lnter withdror for loak
of support. On thc clogenth of Novembor, I wns cleetod diroctor by o mejority
of ton to five over Arden Benson who 75 nominntcd in jost,

Durdng the tim: vhich intorvenced het-cch  Peuwl®s resigantion and my
cloction Froneis Loney crrived in Los Angelcs. As hnd been oxpeeted he fmmeds
intoly beeame cnc of the ecutral figurcs in the group == but perhrps we kad
oxpeeted o different typo of porsons It ascoms thot most of us had imcginod
the publisher of the ACOLYTE te be samewhnt of n~ recluse, with n prudish bént,

gor tio period of my dircctorship, Loncy did little to upsct the illusions,
age 14



as he plunged wholeheartedly into fan ectivity, and spent almost all of hims
#ime at the club, He had been almost completely isolated from the rest of

~

fandom, and he revelled in the eompanionship of Shangri-la,

A few dsys after my election, Brénson resignod from the club and lator
Yerke resigned from active memborship, and from tho offiec of socrotary., To=
taining howcver, the title of Homorary Sogretary for Lifo, which hud becn
bestowcd on him about a year befero. DBoth of thom proteosvol sgainst the
muddled affairs of the org .nization, end the futility of ccntianirg with it
furthur., For’obvious reasons, resighations followed fxom Barowly Jronzon,
"Buns” Benson, end Eddie Chamberlain, although to my know.edge, no written
resignation was ever received from the latter,

And then, we in the LASFS began to hear Timors of a rival organization.
Part 2

There was considerablo consternation mithin the alub over tho gonoral
acid tonor of tho resignatioms; howover, ' the club wae passing inta a porw
iod of prospority. While I was Dircetor, somowhat of a prcoodoht wes bro-
kon by having planncd progroms, sueh os spoakors or opon forums, for overy
mooting, There had boon a searclty of anything save busincss at the moct=
ings sinec Daughorty had boen diroctor o fow yoars bcforoas

Finally the rumors of the othsr fan group in Lsbs materialized, and
we heard’ that Yerke, Bronson, Benson, and Ohamberlain had organized "Tho
Knanves", an informal &nd somewhat sophisticated group which also sountod
Sam Russell, Frechafer, and Morrie Dolions as fellow—trovelors, LN Onge
wer to our frontic quostionings: Sam and Pgul boih deniod that thoy woro
actually "mombers” of tho now group, and affiimeé thoir allogionéc to tho
¢lub. Howover, their chief circio oi rrichds was in the Knanvos; so that
thoy werc rightly termed tpoilommi ovesems.” Dollons la%er claimed that
he had had no cannoeiion Witk Tho group o5 a far organizatiols

Lato in Docowber, She Tirsh issuo of thelr magazane appcarcd. THE
KNANVE, It oontained o load artislo "axprpirz® tho poiivicas situation
in the Los Angeles Scicice Tanwasy Sou.chy. 6 satimu oa thu panifism
rampant in the wyshical land of Anizorme-onia, and minor quips aimed at
Dangherty, Peglor cpd new <en 10..0.5M0%5 o

Tho club’s "righicous indiguatinas” knew no bounds, Tho "horme
lcss” satirc had Tound too many 3UTC S atea
v P

The cnd o7 tho yeors flcsed I o A8 Dirocsor. whilc Lanoyte
star was rising. ormong his LAPPLESADS U0 INE SULL &S Daughesty, Forn and

noweoners Aivn Rogers ond Julor -0t e son shoet auwpttie os wore Brown,
Ackormn ond Mowoiu, Tho wu2in BILoTC S03CNC “u alocsioh, [ anncunced that
I was deciining ke romcuaw.cn L0 Lmer T Fofesl homever, s 20 Iicscjo's
ingigian.c, ] Trecniaotea wag wues & b Jast untbu. e ot vas slod
thrco tinmes, and ihon. atior ain Seryvimen” & iy JAT shaogtd our YETOS
Lancy was “==3tad Pircato oo o LN 0. i wa  apie sl Seorotarye
Whon Pogs rctwrned S0 Town anovs wdin Tio. FouTy OPPUSVG now rée

admission’inio the elib! bul aitor considorobie protdirg Cron Morojo,
Daugherty, Lanoy ond riyseif. he rolentea end "mado uap” Tith hore
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Laney at this time was on the verge of a fued with Phil Bronson, as he
had taken sonsicerable offence at Bronson's disparaging remarks in the Xnanve
about the sloppy output of some of the newer fan edltors.

Aftor Fran's slection, the club massed ite energles to pulish an issue
of Shangri-La-Affaits to answer the Knanves %o wrotc a raéing satirc entitlod,
"Knanvo 1s a Lousc", and Laney, taking over tho oditorship, inscrted various
cditorial éomments pointcd in the Knanve diroction, also an articlo slyly
suggosting, that if tho Knanves were big cnough for it,’ they could bocoms sort
of on =lumni association’for dlsgruntlcd fanse Howover, things didn't go as
smoothly as was cxpceted, for on thc cvcning when the magazine was 9 be pub-
lishcd, Fron ond othors made aovercl trips to Pogo's rodm ncxt dnror for drinkse
Thilo this in any onustanding vy hindor the piblication, and in spitc of the
fact that Fron did more work than anyonc clsc, sovercl of the club members
objootod on the grounds thot it disrupted work, ond was somethat of a bad oxe
ample £or the dircetor to sz¢%., 4%t any rntc it tosultod in'econsidéroble nne
tegonimm beteen Lancy on onc hand rnnd Ackermnn, Dougherty, Browm, Fora ond
Joqucl on the othar, NMeanghilc the Knonves objeetcd tn ecortain libelous
ctotoments in Affoirs and the vhnle 1ssuc “ms finclly sholved rother than roe
do thc pryts thot weec objeetinmnblc,

As to the Xnanves, themselves; they were not an orgdnized group, but
merely a clique of congenial spirits, with a comrmon interegt in fandet, music,
literzture and the fine art of getting the most out of lifes However, their
sophisticated "attacks" on the sanctity of Shangri-la made thelr mamo anthcma
to most of the members af the LASKES,

Abnut this timo Ackormon recalled that Brice Yerke had nover been "offie
cially"” madc an honerary mcmbor of the clube Dus to some misunderstanding,
it sccms that the titlc of Honarary Scerctary had been interpretcd as includw
ing honmarary licmborship. Among the privlcdges of thoe lattcr was the oxompt-
ion from paying ducs, Ackcrman and Doughorty protested that sinec Bruec had
insaltecd the club in his roeigonztion from active morbership and in the Knanve,
exnd had not ' poid any dues in scveral months, his meriborship should be droppcd
Irmodictely. { Thia woa as nicc of picce of lowdown and underhandcd tncetion
cs I have cver witnesscde There nover was ony proof one way or the othor,
411 conclusions wore basce on Vinlt and Morois's econvericntly forgetful normors
108ssevathe cditor)s Finzlly Lanoy, ns dircetor, with o Tinc bit of constit-
utiozncl intcrpretation, and I wes instruetod to inform Bruec thrnt —hilc ho
night retnir the title of Honcrery Soerctary, Honorory nerborship was not in-
cludod and that if he wished to renain ~ nadber he would have o stort paying
ddcs nlth-~ugh nl) past ducs would bo forgivens 4 £o7 dows later, I delivercd
the lotter by hand t5 Bruec snd in o fo nwents reeloved o vitrislic rosige
nation from the elube Bruec compared the club's retion to thot token by the
Catholie Church ngoinst Irtin Luthor, snc of its rionks,

One esvening, after the me~ting, Pogo, Laney, and T consumed a quart of
rim and several wee~moraing hours in the e¢lubrooms There were violent roe
procussions the next day, as it seoms certain papers belonging to Walt Daugh-
erty had been misplaced, After that, Fogp ~ften invitod. Alva Rogers, Julos
Lazar, and Lancy over'to her apt for drinks, Thie causcd scrious disscntion
in the elud, Howower, the guilty onos felit that such goings-on were their
swn  bulancss,

Aside from the fucds, 1t had bocn alinst 2 common wracticc for various
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fans Yo stay up sll night in the clubreom pulishing er bull~sessioning, ual
Coger was the center of many of these all night sessions, as ks uses to get
into town almost every week end, While Degler had been around, nr>'Lad doms
much of his publishing in the wee hours of the morning. 4&nd oXvern, id=1 Brown,
¥ike Fern, or I had stayed up also, Quire a few nights iflke had spens heurs
et his short wave radio set, which, among other of }ike's parphanulia was
scattered about the corners of the clubroome.

With Laney's arrival, the sire of the midnight conventions moved to hiss
room 4t the Lee Foteli There were always five or six; Laned ag host and Dal
Coger, Paul Frechafer, Bob Hoffman, 4ndy Anderson, Alva Rogers, Landis Eversaén,
and myself present, If my memory serves me { heaven help this article ir i%
doesn't) there was no drinking at any of these Lececonse

Then camc the split betwoen Forrey and liorojoe These two had been in
close partnership Tor several years when suddenly orojo rebeled at Forrey's
alleged domination. For a week it looked as if thesoc ¥wo would go seperato
ways, when as suddenly as they split they werc rounintods 4And Forrey sent out
another announcement contradicting the vprevious one announcing they had splite
It vas mentioned that Pogo had also,boon take back inte the peaceful fold.

A few nights later, word reached Pogo's sars that Walt has taken her
neme in cain and samewhat insultingly. She resigned from the club but was
porsuaded to rejoin almost imnedhately.

Fart  Three

From this point on there was an open fued beiveen Laney and Daugherty,
with various and sundry 6thor fans svirming back and forth. On sevsral occa=
sions during this period, Forrey stated that he was strongly opnosed o
eny drinking or émoking., He felt that fans should be comuletely above such
habits, NMérever, Forrcy was of the opinion that fandom was of such great
importance, that time spent in othker activities, cspecthally drinking or dancing
were utterly wasted, With Talt the chiof objeetion wes 40 drinking in the
clubreom, because of the damage that there might be dome to the club's prop-
erty or reputation, es well as thn release of cerizin ungentlemanly habitts
within the hallowed walls. Fran fclt that riost of the other fans tendsd to
draw too Tmueh’into fan activity and thas become warpede He felt that a fair
medium of sex, together with such things as’ drinking, daneing, and rmsic were
desireable for & normal, well-balanced life, and that it wes-$k~ is thru norme
existsner that one gets the most out of life. In a2ll fairness to Walt, let me
day that he was not opposcd to any of these features of life as long as they
werc not brought into the club., Fran maintzincd that such objections to hiss
social life were plainly "butting in to kis own buisncss™,

Onc night, at the club, Vekt called Fran down in a rether untactful man-
nor, for gently admonishing the nimoogreph with words of an 4Anglo=-Saxon and
nautical nature., I put oy bit in by disputing the ncecssity of adhering to
the iirs Grundy rules of conduct in the proscenct of a ladya. tiorojo had often
sald that she wishod te be econdidored onc of us, and not some tin'god on a
pedestal. IT felt that if the exprossion were nermilsseblce at all, it was per-
nissable in mixed company. After a fow moments, tiorojo intorvened and paci-~
fied both parties,

One londay afternoon in Febuary, Walt startled the membors by proposing that
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the club Toom be abandoned. Sald he," Before we had a ¢luhro-m, everyone
looked forward to the Thufsday night meetings at Ciirton's. +owever, this
place has degenerated inio a were tiophoussg; we gee %00 ruch of erach other,
we are no longer interested in the ciub. Latting the clubroom go Tor avhile
may be the solution to &l11 our iroubles”. Foi about an hour it loolc?s a8
though it might be dome, unvill the majority suddenly awoke from their dumbw
foundedness and promptly killed the ideac

-

i ok an unerpected turn the following Thursday, Febe3 as the feud
Was_c‘l?-laﬁg :ug?i.enly to a ﬁgad. Laney called a meeting of the E::equtive Com~
nitteo at Pogo's apt, before the meeting, where a potition was diseussed
which proposed to eancel Lokerman's honorary membershipe ”The purpose of this
was not really to spite Forry, bub rather %o "wake him up"s It was fel® that
a Shock 6f this' type would cause Forry to mend his wWayse Fresent wero, Lan-
ey, Pogo, Brown, Fern, Bronson end myself. Laney, Browm, Morojo and I =ade
up the committecs I had jokingly had claim to two votes, as I filled both
the positions of Librarien and Secretary, therc boing no ono slse in the elub
who was willing %o take the former jobs. But Fran had expocted that I wonld
back him in this; as I hed in other thingse’ during his term, At any rate, 1
refused to support the move, end Nike Forn, (vho togdther with Mol Hrown had
suddenly shifted away from the opposition and lent their s:pport to Fran,}
was appointed Librarian, for gerrymandering purpdscs, Ag the petition then
nad & majority vote®from’ the Executive Committee, wo adjourned. to the clul.a
room, and to the meoting. Bronson rejoined the club = gerrymandering a=
gain. Fran salled tho meeting to order, and aftor various bits of trivia,
Poge nudged him and suggosted that he arop the idoa, Ho called a’recess
from the moeting while the committes, adjourning to Morcjo's room, Convine
ced Fran that the'move would not bé likely to have the rosult which was ite
stated aim, ‘Fran remained adament, hovever, the majority deeided to shelve
¥he pétition, "putting Forry on probation,"’ Daugherty was not present that
night, and vhen we returned to the ¢ludroom, Laney was heard to make some ’
rerark to the effect that the club was not large for both himaplf and Wald,
thereforgs = = =« ' d

Hearing about the proceedings of the evening, Daugherty challenged
Laney the next evening i the clubrooms & long and heated argument onsuod,
as fifteen, approximately, fans gathered gradually, and seated thensclves
meekly about the room, with only occasionad vords from liike Fern or otherse
¥alt and Ferm did the talking, The rest formed one of the most attenbive
andiences I have ever seecn in fandon. 1

Laney claificd that Walt was, and had 4lways deen, a detriment to tho
LASFS, Daugherty rcquired spocific points, and Fran countered that Walt was
alwvays bringing up high and nighty projeccts, none of which he cver carricd
out, Walt claimed that while ho had my .38 a fow plans that he had been
unable to carry out, there had becn perfectly valid reasons for sach fail-
ure. He furthur claimed that he had originated a largé percentage of the
projeets which +he ¢lub had carried to successful comnletion. They cone
tinued, with chargé and countercharge, neither geining nor adnitting any
outstnading points. and both appearing to be "on tho wverge" of physical
violence, Pach madesit fairly clcar thet he no longer carcd for the other's
continued presence in the »iub, And cach insisted that he would not quite

The next day, Walt handesd a resignation to lorojo. and rerwoved all his
beléngings Trom the « lubroor.. | Ho gave various bits of fenzines to Acker~
nan; sold his originuls and gave the ma’erial for his lator proposal to *
Mel, and stated that he intendod to withdraw from all local fan setivity,
except in so far, as his office in the WiF,F.F. should requirc. Morojo re=
fused to recognize his resignation, and, although he elaimed that he would
Page 18



submit andther le$texr td someons who would be more likely not to ignore it} he
asver did, ' ! o

43 the Exeeusivae Committed was me loagsr of one mind, I resigned my Secm
yotaryship at the next moeding, Fobruary 10, 1944, Fran and his "echorts™ sube
miticd a pokition to mako Bruco an Honorary Mambor of tho clube 'Bellcots wore™
durriedly passed out and colloctod, with a roturn of'ninc to six, baroly gite °
tng the motion the roguircd majority, ‘Fran, howover, protostod that ho had
2ot Yot officially oa¥led o tho voto, and imsistod that it should be takon
evor. . Ackorman aresc and deelarod thet should Ty BrucoYorko booome an Hone
oraxy Member of the Los Angclos Scicneo Fantasy Socioty, ho would thonsoforth
oonsidor tho titlo to bo strippod of all honor. Whom tho voto was rocalled,
$he dallots ticd, and the motion failede

In angar, lanoy pulled out a Bitinzly satirie lotior whioh ho had written
scmovhat corlior, ond roéd it to tho alub, s roaigning fram tho offico of
Dircctor, In tho lettor, he mado picturcaque ¢cmporisions of tho club to somo
sort o6f "holior-than~thou" eonvon$, ond insisted that ho had no suoh "nunnish
bont"e. Onc portion of the lottor ke was loaths to recad, until promptod, Scmo
such romork’ast "Now that I | it has boon demonstratod, have control of tho
8lud == = " Mol Erown, baving boon nppointed Socretary only & fovw minutes
»cforo, found himsclf suddenly promotod to tomporary Piractorship.

-~ Provious to the mooting of the twonty-fourth of Fobruary, Fron, Phil, Mol,
Mikc and I hnd jokingly discusscd plans to bring up various frivolous motions,
to the cmborrasomont of the elub, Howovor, just before the mooting, word waos
roccived that Firy & Mrg, €love Cartmill and linthow Huxloy wore planning to bo
at the mootings Immediatoly Miko nnd I attomptod to sootho things ovar, bdbut .-
.%0 no nvail, ‘

* First yas rcfd a short nate in which I regignod from Active Momborshig
engd, -ineidcntally; droppod the title "Jiko", This wns follotod h¥ an une
oxpoeted lettor from Mel Brovn, ond a joint lotter from Lanoy, Forn, Pogo,
Lozar and Bronson; in vwhich thoso nll rosigned with whe most approprinto
adjoctivos, Howovor, thoso rosignations mere postdated two wocks, with the
speceification that tho scococdors shauld romain as rwnbors in good stoanding
during the interin. There was a heatod dcbate eoncorning the privilogos
which should be cllowoad the robolas, ALl this rcsultod in mere stalomnto as
nearly ovory voto rosultod in o tio, It was dooidod finally thnt thoy would
< be alloved ta enntinuo as they vore during the two weokase

Then came the election of'a driector. .-a.ney astounded the group by néme
inating Daugherty, and then he, himself, was nominated, Broneon,’as seams %o
be his habit, attempted to nominate everyone on the floor, Laney, still proee
?sJidiﬁg over the club, called for the belloty 4Another tie between Fran and

alt,

I endcd this by reminding the club ttat the Constitution spocificd that
the Sceerctary send out announccmonts at lcast ton days previous to any special
clcetion {for the bonoifit of the club's largo numbor of abaentoc mombors) and
that’'no such notice had boon scnt out, Thorefore tho olections was null and
void, and must bec postponcd anothor two wockse Thore was somc hockling ovor
whoether the mémborship of tho resignecoa should bo diseontinued boforc or after
this olcction,
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To ndd furthor to tho féstivites of the ovoning, Wkero wors SgVoVel. %"~
cogsos callcd in the mcoting, and the Alnoholybee, in fAafisnne of oiud waloe,
were living up to thel™ namtse

Turing the evoning. various proxies had been brought into the votings &s
these mountod up, ACKOTWAL, Tazar and othors had elnimod the proxy votes of
several cbecnhoo Momcr3e

About %his time there was en intopiacton during whish tho Cartnollls and
Huxcly arrived, Teor hind n (1ovoly] visit, And loft bofors tho #iraworke TO-
aumod, Fokes Unme zund with trom 1L Wopes of pertially rocvifying tho poor {1
presgion thoy had roncived.

Thore followed a godd bit of monosuvoring on tho part of ‘both gido= 3
goin contwol of $ho Gluc. Mo MPe={thtul ron” foornd the Gamoga that tho robcls
might do to tho club baford thay W norplotoly out of ite Asi por tho going
out bunch, they werc admittomiy et havizg o good’tima, As oy roxigoation
had nover boen 4dcted on by The Exotutive Comnittee, I attemptod to withdraw
thom, 37 that I, rothor than Broun, %ould have guseoclod Innoy to the Dirdots
orship. Howcvor, Lancy withdrew hie ropignatidn n tho aame tochnacalivy, and
promptly cancollcd’my appointment as Scercterys liiko Fern succcodod mo 0
that ~fficc. ‘ims, Fran rosumod the gnvol for a brief spolle

During the next two wooks, litilo wAS necomplishod on onc side oF anocthore
Tuwnssc who had resigned mot in tiel's room, noxt to my o, and joincd thomstlvos
into &n infArmal group known as tho (utaddsrs,’ Thie group including Lanoy,
Byovmn) Form; Bromson, Yorko, Fod, Tro% Ynsdes, Bu-zoll, Frochafor and lognr
jssucd or open lettsr cwplaining thair romsons for quitting the olub, ¥izmey *
thoir gric—icncces agoinst Ackorman, Dougheriy and tho genoral state of affairs,
Proy nover atlended annther rmocting of tho LASFS with tho exception of Bussoll
cnd Froohafer.

Throa or four mcctings vare held in Harnfo's o fn discuss plans® fox
reargerizing the cinb, Horojo, Ueugtorty, hcvormam, Rygssoll, Frechafon’ ‘o
quol, George Barr and I macc on SELRE ta 1oy doim tho prinelples of & wew
Copstitution thieh winld allov for - hohtor clube Tho plans worentt Uoroe
eratic cnough for mc, ond 1 wns rother thorouzhey disgusted with all tho i
fuss thes had boon mede over Const* tntl sual procchire in +the last six monthae
I hed osrs b fool fhot $he elub might oton =% o bit voitor if 1% Toroc mOTo
or lces of an muvery, So i made up Uhe wiub’s aloesuntlod minority. Aa for
the reat, they nade o scl iopg attonps to domisc o systonm of ehoo¥s oand bolw
anecs whiclk wourd keep any suek sitnasion from cver crising ngnin. L z01fw
perpeinating Juiletal Comittoe vas 4o Yo sev up whase duty it should ve o
1ig dnrrant ontiul poy tine &5 v v £y ponad =2 & elub was tracatonods A
any such $ine, 28 Lhoy Choa A BOoss nOoAGEENYY, TCY WOould be nblc te ovorrilo
the avkhortey of “he ragular Tenentive Corrditino and 1ts afficers. Other oro-
wigiann cerb. e dnglude g thyie Mea%he voonk-in poricd For now nosbars, befaro
they shouid be o)loncl B0 AF e Fral sririlooy 4n tlo olune 2Jhis poriol voE
to have boon oisinded e Al .- 4%q Far ary porson who hed csrricrly rosigned
fron menbersihip 1 Fhe €l put ros iates drapypafa Aleo, coch roatpaywe was U
bo allomed ne nure than e gty ir $ao clhbraTmouny 0%o tine, obner o
Trursfay nighis. <his U oroughs on by “ho Oussidorts prectice of doconding
on the elubroi ci 1iA8SC, undar She invitatior of sone ond af theip nudie® vhe
still held meuwership in the club, and hockling their oeloved onomioss

During this period, thoro was 2 continuel flow of ceid lettors botyoon
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Lanoy and Aekormon, Both soamed insultod at the naturo of tho lottors they row
ccivody "and cach attorpted %o rinke thoir oun missives ¢ dit riore insultinge

It was =zbout this tinme thot 2 large open housc party was held for the Cute
siders, as Lanoy maved into his new rosidonce on CGoorgiz strect, honeoforth
known as Fronshock,

On the nintk of Marech Walt was olccted Dircetar of the LLASFS and the eolub
vas freced from the encunboreneces of cortain of its former rienberss

Thon the Outsider's Open Lotter appoorcd in Fentasy Fiction Fiecld, along
mith annthor létter fror Juleos Logar which contained various libelous romarks
about Lckernon, Daughorty, iforojo, Wolsh and myseclf. Portions of this laster
was opologized for by scveoral of the Outsidorse

4L notico on’the dack covor of the sixth fcolyte brought dsvm tho noxb
stom of protest, as Lonéy called attontion to the fact that the publishors of
sueh Panzincs as Lcolyte, Fontasito, Fan Slants; Toward Tomormsew (at that time
it had been turned over to Mel Brown) snd The Knanve had resigned from the LASFS
leaving Vom as tho only magazine still issuing from Shangri-la. The LASFS pro=
tested that most of these magazinecs, including a fait portion of that very ls-.
sue of Acolpte had boen published in tho club. Also, theoy protested the omissm
ion of SHANGRI-LA FATRES, tho club’s offical organ, Crozotti's PENUS (which at
that timo, togethcr with its publisher, had not baoon hoard of or seen in soveral
months) and the Jogquel publications, Which had been producod by Joquol. at his
hamo on his own cquipmént, and ncither c¢ould, nor had beon, called Shangri=la
publicatiéns. Further, Art had statod thot aftor finshing two furthor poctry
pemphl¥cts, he intendod to withdraw from fan activitys

Shortly after, Joquel came to the roaouc of tho issuc of Shangri-la Fairo
which had boon abondoncd two months onrlicr, "fAnothor co~op- publishing sossion
wns held which almost saw the mog materinlizo.

The nows of Paud Frodhofer's dooth come nexts Pawl had boon in extromuly
poor hoelth for some time, and hed finally folt tho nocossity of going home %o
Tdnho for o roste Ho dicd the day aftor his arrivel thero., Wo hoord of it a
weck later. Immodiatoly Forry publishod a pamphlcots Poloris, in mcmoriamg
Phe Outsidors issucd anothor cormomorative cireular, writton by T Bruce Yorko.

Whon tho issuc of Shangriele Faire came out; tho club had insqricd a .
1ithodd picture of Poul with o poem and two cormomorativo le#tors on the ro=
vorsce Jogucl, stpposcdly the dditor, ongored at their heving boen uscd withe
out his kmowlcdge, carc closc to resigrning from the clube Hao folt tho picture
to be out of plaecc and the letters 2 bo oxtronoly unworthy. .

Just before this camo out, I rcecoived on invitation to join the Cutsideis
with the specification thot I rmst first sovor all conncotion with' tho LASFS,
Finding that the large number of ry frionds wore now in that group, lLozar bow
ing tho lonec objector to my joining; though “tho LASFS was ¢orposed chiofly of
Morojo, Lekormany Dougherty, Crozotti, Burbce and a fow now fens I chosc tho
najority and joincd tho Cutsiders.

fivout this timej VAV bogon to stop up its publication.rato, so that it
has doon coning adomt ovory third wook. {If the add on tho back of tho tho
ICOLYTE woro trucj Forry could still mateh thoe robollls esmbined output.)
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Sam Rusgell, while still a membor cf the LASFS, was elected Regulator

of the Qutsiders® howewer, this title has no groat significanco, as the group
is complotoly inforwaml. There wers a fow other’ fans on the fonec during this
perold, as there were possidhilivies that 3urbae, Crozeitl, and Glon Danilels
night’movo over to the Quisider camp, 3So far, tacse fens arc still or tho
fcmeo, with thcir weambership in the LASHS,

The noxt landmerk wes the arvival of Frazmg Robinson in town, On a Mone
day ovcning cane’ word that hc would arrive e% Phil Eronson's homa in Santa
Moniea in an hoxr or so, 2Lil invited the grovp out, and somconc got thd idoa
that e might invite Aelompan, Alshough this had beon suggesied in jas%, Fory
camo, alons with Walt and'iorojns Thus, in & stete of frivolity mindful of ’
the olé days, Loney, Fern, Brgwm, JTogquel, Ackermen, Daughorty, Morcjs. Yerko,
Inzar, Busscll, “mnicls zud myszlf made the bus *rip out to Philis. Afsor
we arrived, =znd had all wet Fruuk, relations bacams =uddenly strained, as the
diseussicns turned ty the isave of the NEBULS bthat had arrived that day, cons-
taining Yettars by Ackermdm giving his side of the fusse After a short time,
Forry and Morojs withdrew. and immediately Phil end Fran drew ¥alt into a-
nother long aeated argument.

Robinson was in towa for throo weeks, and managed@ %o recicve a full meal
of gossip from almost overyone he me4, Tho Outsidors gave a benguct in his
honor at the Corolina Pincs shertly afber his errival, Ho wont back t the
mid=wost thoroughly disillusioncd with Los Angcles fandom having sacn it 1w
its worst colors from the very firs$ night of his arrival.

"
On Easter Sunday, o pact of sorts was made botwcon Walt ond Bruco in
whish thoy cach zgreed that nothing furthuz would bo published on cithor sidoe
Phother thoy spoko os individucls or 4s roprosontetives of their organizations
‘was not guite clarifiod. £t any rate, whon the third issuc of the KNANVE was
publishod, Velt protcstod that the paet had boon violotod mnd thoreforc wes
completely nili ond voide Whether thia will result in cnother barge of "I
think you stink - - why don't you quit fandmm?” from both sidos, only “imz -
i1l tcll. ~ It is rather likely that there will not be much furthor foGaing;

&s most of those eoncorndd have had their £ill. Yot thore arc a few tho
would still love o serap. .

Thec groups arc on more or lcss penacful torms now, s~nd are about avenly
dividod. Without approximately cquel mmoriecal memborship, tho Outsidors
hrve tho advantcge of boing composed almost ontirely of moro ostoblished
fons while tho most of the the mambors of tho LASES arc comporativoly nove
And scovercl of thnso those nomincl fcmborship is in the LASES aro roally”
in the riddlé of the rdad. However, tho LiSFS does have a dofinitc advamtoge
of stebility.

. Rounfon is not very likely = nt lonst not for somo timo, but it 1s to
be hoped that if the two elubs must go thoir sopersto woys, thoy will do so
peacciully,

THE END

{Editor's notc =~ The forcgning articlo by Jrmos Kopner is an attompt to
givc an unbinsed acesunt of the receent happonings in Shangri-La, Jirmy,
i.hgs nover at any tirio oxpressod o particulzar preforcnce for tho Outsiders
‘or tho LASFS but pather dosired to raiain on gond terris with the momborship
of both clubss Thereforc we fuel thia is an inpartisl = viowpoint as aoundd
be cxupeeted,) Signedt Merlin Brotm & Glon W, Daniols
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AGENBITE OF INWIT: Solid, Solid., Particularly the essay
on genius and Homo Superior, which
reads like a JWC editorial....The comments on Moo were also interest
ing, particularly to Shengri-la (%) fans inasmuch as one fan in the
area has "lost himself in the microcosm",...The bonus-vote proposal
1s good, but executive ability, sheer ambition, and hereditary wealth
and influence can not be compared to Intelligence and the gualities
that go to make a statesman. Such a setup might work better in the
USSR than here: to.my knowledge they have néthing resembling our
bntrénbthed wemlihy familles., 4180, administration and selection of
the candidates should be in the hands of reglonal groups of a scien-
tific, not political, character; and bonus votes should be revocable
if the beneficiary falls to 1live up to the honor....Your comments on
UThe Peace Witness" are based on the sort of illogic that can be
used to prove that 2ll cats drink beer. The tieup between Peace Now
and pro-nazi groups in the U. S. does not mean that all pacifist or-
ganisations are fronts for totallitarlan propagandists.s.e¥You're the
only FAPAn who expressed a preferende for, or even mgntioned, the
article we snitched from london Calllngs For editorlal rezsons,
we'd llke to know why.

BEYOND: : Y411 in' g2l I would conclude that the

v Navy 1s the ultimate medium for cre-
ating wolves and housewives from American men." Wheecel...."Rose and
Robot™ looks good, 4ny aignificance in the name of the philosopher-
compiler? PFurther offerings eagerly awaited....i'hy do publishers of
small magazines such as this devote a full page to listing contents
and the publishlng credlts? Ego again?

BLITHERINGS¢ U4 “MORE INK, PLEASEL This goes for al-

most everyone elsc in FAPA as well.
I!'ve read stf during the past 10 years, untlil I'm virtuslly blind
(20/700) and while I find fanzines,’ and fapazines, interesting, I
believe that fapubs should devote more time to reproduction {none of
the obvious cracks, pleasel). "Well $eid" to this faned means at-
tractively reproduced as well as carefully wrlttoneesllore sandwich-
6s would be welCOmesesesSax 18 OKaesen

BROWSING #4: More ink and less imaginatlon 'round

the edgeS..esContent, as usual,_%ood.
Browsing and other bibllophilic fanzines move me to ponder the Ieas~
1bility of some self-sacrificing fan's setting up a master card in-

dex of fantasy book revlews.

BROWSING #53 , : More praise for more good stuff,..Do

yvou perchance know how tight paper
for professlonal publications is over there, and particularly how a
venture such as Utopian Pubs will make out?

N CA - Probaebly the best airbrush cover T've
BN AR geen onythe Ashlpy opusa...l doubt

that 1t 18 at ell possible to replace worn type~bars. Scome time ago
when T had this mill overhauled I tried to heve the type-face alter-
ed, which is pretty much the same thing, andé the repair peoplec saild
twas impossibles..eCood to have your aceount of the Second Execluslon
Act on record. Why wasn't it released earliier?



FAL«DAFGO s "ot wuice ae tiiick o vlue haze we I

asd bece led to beliqxve. "Theougnis on
Sl:x. Center" «is pisht lofy the dcah. Wrt i dng 0 2.sitens jcourt ox
motel would prove wost suitable in she beginning, As lternztive to
& full Dleyn co.:erci.l venture I suj.est o cooperative wacsc of. ici-
«ls would have to evict those who failed to p.y rent or else. There
is a lot obouv the v.orious dre.. pl.ons it intrigues me=-w-und just
enought to ot to see at le..st one of them o tarough,

PAYTLSTICONGLOHERATIONwhewu): Anciher title for tie checklist..,.4f
ter seeing 4e's pie on the cover page
I digbelieve his current mwnifestation is an agccurste resertution,.
«eeoPONG Ccards zbout the vest thing in the ish....The Horton suf-
fered imisasurably, in the niieo trunsition, becume nothing nore than
another excuse fox the portrayal of the nude feuule forn....Sorry,
Cheuvene , your sister's story doesn't come up to the standsrds of
Rahuun Ta~Ku==-or is 1t the other way around???....Evans! yarn not
vady, not bad..s.R0Zers wenci good, but why should she be smilinz?

Fs 4, P, A, FAN: Yheb oSre you saying wihen your stencil
ripped?
FANTABY ALIATBUR: Stanleyts resark ooupling the XKnunves

vith the CC vwes indeed sniue and rates
an wpology from Neffus in-his official cepacity. Knanves Yerke and
Bronson were the chisf sparkplugs of .the cabal anich exposed Desler
aB an unshakable denwgopue and pried hin. out of Shangri-La (7),....
T wijnt, as a  ropagswndist for tihe Oubsidexs, be unserupulous enough
vo suzy a8t%, withcud saking an investigution belorenwnd, that ¢e had
& part in this..,. ;

FAT=TODS: Another sclid ivem,,...%ould mob ;ayeh
: i und jsychodgnanics each have sny value
for pructitionsrs of the oth.r? 1If 8o, now much .nd in what way?,...
Now is a3 good & plice as any to plast at Chan Duvis for his incon-
sigtent abortion of u systen of simplified spelling. I can go &long
#dth 4¢ .nd other .dvooutes of an overhzul of thne Anglo~Aneric.n
tongue, but Davis Do_s e do.n compleseiy iith his wasorted volues
ior 1, /n, or waicansver forw is in favor among his .cohorts. A care=
ful siudy of nis pudlica/ns will sho. that /n  can ve reaclved as any
coubinafn of lettera Trom wion to -eviation (four syllablea! YIPE!)
veooCouxial cuble costs wbout ‘1 o foot &t Lrescrt, and soie joe
wants to wire houses with it, Comes the Stelfnute, »8Fc..8, Also,
zren't friasferiers supposed to e $6-98 .ercent eflicient? The
snple deel rewds like a pipedrecime-.nd secondhend opiun, 100....
You want t0 go e.ay on this decimul clessifiostion stulf., iielville
(sic) Dewey and hia successors could have used some second guessing,
soii€e of the brewkuowns in the latest index ncve 3 digits left of the
deod.al snd 10, perhops 13, to thne right. Tae avercge rnun of the
wdll book on current events is cursed with soietiing like 940,5488;
"Toworrow Always Comes®, one of the nore reeent atter yts at fiction=-
ised irxepheoy, ia tc be found under 940.5514, and I know a cougie of
vooks on current events which lLive Pmesmcount 'ei==e7 plice decimals,,
I think thut those stefnists vho eesek to emulate the late iy D would
do well to look into the possibilitiecs of the Library of Congress
systent tuo lett=srs ana {for then) four diglts. Right there cne hus
6,76 x 10% olassilic.tions, I think that two letters und two digits
(AL OO to 2Z 99) would tuke ocare of stefnic and funtasy fiction for
a good long time: 67,600 divisions, With the stute of the field what
iy is, there's  symbol for each rrinting of ewch atoryiees




From here on, things take a turn for
the worse., 1 had hoped to be able to
15st all my comments in alphabetical order, but time is running out:
I have to catch an eastbound bus, and Mel wants these stencils pron-
tissimo. I apologise in advence to any fapans whose first thought on
receiving the melling is to see how their last effort fared, and who
undoubtedly chortled with glee upon seeing what they presumed was an
alphabeticelly arranged review of the mailing. The exigencles of the
moment (and Mel's hosswhip) demand that I take the rest of the mail-
ing as it comess,

YHOS: : Goddam, xing slze. I apparently miass-
ed out on something hyper: Your article on "the citadel” for fandcms
I go alomng. wlth you on this, was conjecturing about 1f in serly '42,
before I ever contacted fandom, but always figured on mere bthan ono
hideout. (If you aave zny bacopies of the & h in which the original
appeared, I'd like to havo rhem.) Can't understand how you got the
1dea that 1ife in the South Sens 13 a sShaDe. True, it's not back-
breaking, but a fan accustomed to the US standard of living would
not take =aslly to such an environment unless he spent some Time pre-
paring himself for it. Same goecs for a group of fans. 'Coming oul
ond taking over" implies that the citadel~ites would have to main-
tain, perhape improve, thair sducation, hechnology, in fact thelr
amole eivilization: they .would Have ho oquel or suypass the leading
post-catastrophic sulture when they came owb, At tha very leust this
would require a library, métal fabricating plent, electric power, and
(at least) manufactory for snternal-combustion (petrol) or diesel &n

as. And even if the dltadel-Ltes’'dld not intend to restors civil-
{sntion, these things would be noceszary for dofenss aainnt faturc
Columbuses anéd Magellans. 3S&lt alpr is = potant corrosive agent. ol
with delicate, perhaps irreplaceable, equipment necessary for such
activities, you state shelter would he NO problem, Al20, shat 1s to
guarantes that the now-supposedly-isolated islands might not become
stepping stones for air routes?

a5-hour weelk, one month's vacaetlon

wlth pay, at what snnuel wage??? Seriously, tha, o Cubten cobtton mun
faoturar (transplanted Wortoomericono) hps been operating i G-hour
day, 83lx day week for yocars, and gets as mucl wOTX out of his men 2In

6 hours as the ordinary employer gets in 8 hovrses
As an ex-broad-

caster, I go all the way with you on Petrillo. Incidentally, do you
think BL11l Green is (a) sensscent, (b) getting pressured Oy labor
racketeers, or (c) just pslling amound with the reactionaries Lo hurt

John Le ¢
You are fortunate in living (at present) as clase to the

OF as you do. -
¥ This sountry sterbed out as a republic, with voting

1imited to property holders, and look where we 2are now?

FLEFTING MOMBNTS: Tantt Golden Atome 22pP of Ego-in-
' flations I didn't get anything out

of 1%, though the biographical note updated me somewhat on Farsacia

3-F DEMOCRAT: Meaning Southern Fried?

WALT!S WRAMBLINGS: Llter-hobbies ils a rather awkvard
termjit does{Turn the page, pleases)



not mesn anything particular to begin with. "linor hobbies" or "les~
ser hobbies" is more expliicit, Actifandom is really my #2 hobby; I
was Introduced to 1t only 1% vears ago, and before that (and since)
my main avocation was & is shortwave listening and internstlonal
broadcasting researchs I've been a shortwave listener for over 6
yeoara, dildn't start researching on intermational brosdcasting until
early '42. December 7 1941 had a lot to do with my beginning this
phase of my radlo activitys tho I was only 90 mlles from Pearl Harbor
at the time, the news of the dlsaster had to travel around the world
to reach me. The precise route, in cese anyone ls interested: Pearl
Harbor to Mare Island, Calif., to Washington by navy radlo; Washing-
ton to New York by press teletyps; New York to London by cable; Lon=
don to Melbourne via BBC shortwave: then an Australian transmitter
in Melbourne relayed the broadcast which I heards. Lack of censors
in Honolulu (to handle inter island traffle) cubt us off from UP and
forced me~-»~I wal news editor for the local radlo station---to rely
on shortwave broadcasts for all news, And for a time there in 1942
the BBC was glving better coverage of US news than US shortwave sta-
tionse A further local censorship was Imposed during the battle of
Mldway--~the first news I had of this came from a Shreveport, Louilsl.
ena, station, All of which has convinced me that international
broadcasting can be a tremendous force for malntaining the peace 1f
used to the full extent of its capabllitles, One reason for my move
east 1s to try to.awékenithe US industry’s leaders to the necesslty
of planning now for the podtwar battle for foreign audiencess (The
US 1s the only country whose IB facilities are not operated by the
government iIn normal times.) I'm also iInterested in musie, films,
current events.

I don't think you should use condensations of book
reviews from Channy to push that mag. .

I admire you for your patience
in stencilling the myriad parentheses~faces in Wramblings and Channye.
You might be able to work out a comic strip or something if you kept
at 1t long enough....

Why do so many fans loathe hillbilly or cowboy
muslic?

NUCLEUS ¢ An oubside-inking mimeograph, no cor-

rection fluld, no slipshects, and an
almost total disregard of proper mimeographing practice. Gott im
Himmel. Degler could be worse, I would suggest that you spend some
time scqueinting yourscelf with the idiesyncracles of yon infernal
machine, The content, however, ls worth all one must suffer through;
"The Voyage of the Blerkentwangle" 1s a sure bet for any "fanthologyl
"Proof of the fact that the Japs are not naturally fiendish lies
with the Amesrican Japanese and the excellent citizens most of them
mokte." Little Willle Hearst should have that pounded lnto his ears
24 hours a day for a few years...and so should a few congrcssmen,
legionnaires, and Butch LaGuardise. I was brought up among nisci,
many of whom have given their llves on the Itallan fronts A4 Fisel
glrl I knew who 1s now with the FBI in Honolulu visited Japon some
time before the wer: she said the high point of her trip was vhoen
she boarded ship to return to Hawalliases

Ah well, maybe I can find another stencil 1lyling around before I go..
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Uh..,WHAT?? ANOTHER STENCIL? Fornchi

SARDONYX: Wheeoowheeoo} Cushlemochree} “Fapa-
file" bongs not one but several gongs;
the 3ronsonian blow, however, was slightly sour. At any rate, ol !
be much injerestsd in #what Fapalflle says a vear from now gbout me.,
ana dsi.sand al. <tnars wno slipped in whencthe rolls were enlarged.
ores{oUl &5uloment o The ncgro intelligence questlon reminded me of
some yort T Llf em & (fScmworarily abandoned) poll of fandom. One
of *he ques-..cone o, ucned on the average income of the polleed' par-
erts, & nmfonclonas nelitster I know slightly salid this was no fit
guesSioci ror a j.1il; =t how else can one get somo ldca of his sub-

ject’s criidnood 3 vircenment? I think this has gongldereble.lhfu-
9hc2 on & neigsoi: deeoming a fan {(or not) and with most of the
youngsr rervors Lt s about the only gauge of thelr envirommentaeade
PAANZAGRLTR? One of thosc things: DLW should be

, able to deo betteres Tho I did like
"Our Senguags wnd Hiss". You have, I hope, sent a cdpy of this

Phantagrapa to H & lencken or the edltors of Imerican Specchs e s aThe
NYTimes elipring on Lhe Hitlerjugend's sabbat . was intercsting and

T wonder if that mzn 1ls reslly in leggue with the devll? JAnd would-
n't R.P and o cecuple other pro cditors be happyld

SUS PRO: I wasn't at the Danlish Building of
the NYWF, so don't know what thelr
gadget was, Dollens! color organ, to be slightly technlcal, takes
the output of an ampllfier---music, speech, or even ordinary nolse--
and breaks i1t up into bands of audio fregquencies. Each band (as
from 250-500 cycles per second) controls a light or pgrofip of lights
which is focussed on a screen. BRetween the llghts and screen one
can interpose silhoueties, color filters, crumpled cellophane, and
irnumerzble other devices for fantastlc effects. Dollens' gimmick
was rather primitive but nevertheless intorcstingess.Where IS5 Koonig?
I rsalise I'm also, probably, asking for trouble (in this very sen-
tence) but then nobody can-~or perhaps, should---consider himself a
full blowi FATAn until he has been held up to ridicule in R&Ceeds
MThere are enuf negrocs there to change the raclal charzcteristics
of the population if scgrogation were not enforced." You don't say
by how much---ten percent or one tenth of onc percent, so I can't
call this g falschood. Put somc porfodical T read=-~-~cither TIME or
PM, I think---reported racantly on a poll of both whites and negroes
asking what rights and privileges they boltaved the nagroes wanted
when they spoke of "equality". With the negroes egonomic considera-
tions were highest on the 1list: equallty in joba, better housing,
educationy intermarriage was 'way dovm, almost at the bottom of the
1ist,...But it was guite high on the 1list of whites® impressions of
negro desires. Further, I quote from Margoret Halsoy's Memo to
Jublor Hostesses at the Stage Do Canfieent _
"Intelligences..nag
absolutely nothing to do with tho cmount of pigment in your skin,
TIf it hod, you would all be much stupider when you are sunburncdessa
Acbunlily, I dont't believc any of you are very doecply concerned with
Negre intelligenco. What worrice you morc 1is the feor of rapece You
unconsciously, but very arrogantly, assume that no male Negro can 40
much as plance ot you without wanting to get you with child. Tho
truth is, that while you arc an extremely attraatlive group of young



women, thore isn't onc single one of you who's thot goode.

Negro
males react to you no more and no less than white males. As women,
you kmow in your hearts that men of any déscription respond to yon
pretty much as you intend them to respond., This &3 especlally true
in the Canteen, which has hardly any points of rescmblance st all to
a lonely, moonlit shrubbery....The maln thing to remember 1s thisg
the Negroes aren't under any obligation to bchave better than we do,
They didn't come to this country because they wanted toes We brougnt
them here in chalns, They didn't writec the Declaration of Indepen-
dence or the Constitutlon. We wrote those documents, and if we now
wave them in the Negroes! faces and say, "Ha-hal Practical jokel" wo
must expect to mget the customary fate of practical jokerss.s.eWe kept
the Negroes in officlal slavery untll 1864 and we've keopt thom in
unofficial slaverly ever sinces If you meet a Negroe.sgswWwhosc conduct
doesn't come up to your delicate and exacting standards of behavior,
Just"don't forget this one thing---whatover he is, you made him that
WaY e

End quote. I suggest that you dig up the aforesaid memo, full
length, and read 1t, although I don't supposo doing so will change
your views. If was in PM!s Pictomo News a while back, and then re-
printed in Magozinc Dligest. Should be casy to find if you're still
in Washington; if not PM will be glad to supply you with a3 reprint,
seseIn rc Dogler: "Frankfort W Stein® really exists; Milty has cor-
responded with hims...It 12 o ({(four lettor word)) shame that the
most active and dotermined fightcr agoinst the not-so-comle menaco
had to turn out o serics of publications as technically putrid as
thosc of the motrgmobt "he seoks to crush,..

STATEMENT FROM PFSNY¢ I boelieve that the CC as 1t is now
‘ should be considered as 1f it were in
the same positlon as the PanGermanism of 1919, not that of the

Nazlsm of today....something that has been slapped down for the
nonce but net totally destroyed, a potential danger. Some fans be-
lleve that the CC should be lgnored, let alone, left to pass quietly
from the stf scena. I look upon Degler and Deglerism as I would
look upon a sngke that bit me: T would k11l 1t, not mercly drive it
of f my property and tell it to Bwhed 1its skin and come back in two
yearss
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LEST ANYONE GET THE MISTAKEN IMPRESSION THAT ¢, J. FERN, jr. IS A4 SLAN,
+....The 1little fellow worked very asdsiduously making a FAPAzine,
Eccentirc’s Orbit, for the last mailing. Shortly befors the dead-
line, he lost the stenocils-~misplaced them so thoroughly that they
could not be found until he was packing his things to go to Washing-
ton, You will find many things in the following five pages %o he
somewhat out-dated, but with the true antiquarian's interest I have
gotten The FTLaniac to help me run these off tonight.

NO¥. ..you can
see what migh{ have been! Presenting: ECCENTRIC'S ORBIT #1 ~---
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(with apologies to D. B. Thompson)

Published for circulation through the Fantaay
Amateur Press Association by C. J. Fern, Jr.,
Box 745, Beverly Hills, California, Orbit
will appear at euch times as Reople Stories
does not, Unlees otherwise i._.icatea, none
of the opinions hersin are those of the pub-
lisher, This is the first of such attempte
at inflation of my ego, and is intended for
oirculation in the Spring 1944 FAPA mailing,.

. ! . ~ = .
SHANGRI-LAAND SLAN CENTEK
The past few monthe have geen a number of ochanges in the mem-
bership of the LASFS, eome of which were for the better, some
for worae., One of the moat important was the secession of
Bruce Yerke, Phil Bronson, and Arden Benson to form the group
known as ¥Knanves". These three, whose views on fandom have
olashed frequently with those of other LASFS mewbers, claiued
they 1left (a) because of the clubls lack of interest in stf
and (b) because the LASFS was wrapped up in fan activities to
the exclusion of all else. The first reason was that gilven
to LASFS members when they seceded; the other appeared in the
firss igsue of that excellent though vitriolic little maga—
gingd,; KNAOVE:; Though they seem contradictory at first glance
both charges were true, The LASFS at the time of the Knanves
departure was goncerned rore with publishing and legalistic
piddling than it is today. The Xepner and Laney regilmes in-—
stituted regular discussions 'n stfio and other subjeots,
moat of which were duite interesting, and cut business at
meetings to the minimunm,

The other charge concerna not only
the LASFS but any fan oonsidering noving to Shangri-la (?) or
joining a "Slan Center® project. A large number of the aoti-
fans in Los Angeles make thelr hemse near the club, and nany
of them epend asven days a week and Sunday in the olubroom,
Any explorer or traveler who has had to spend weeks or montha
in a limited group will $ell you that such continued closs
aggociation is not oonducive to continued mental health and
friendship, ULittle things whioh usually are passed off with
a shrug grow, and cause friction out of all proportlon %o
their true ilmportance., The blowoffe, when they come, are
likely to be serious, The recent wave of resignations from
the LASFS was due in part to this situation, The runbles
heralding this cataclyem— threats to resign, to join another
group, and an occasional flareup between two or three merbers
-—could be observed long before the sgituation came to a head.
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while the wholesale resignations were due to a c¢lash of
ideas, not personalities, the potentialities and dangers of
tclubroomitis® should not be ignored, WNeither resignation
nor a change of groups will cure the malady which causes

such outburats, These are the result of too much fandom:

fan activities to the exclusion of all other forms of relax-
ation. There is a cure for "clubroomitis", but it does not
come in capsules and it takes deétermination to carry it
through. The victim. must take himself firmly in hand, broad-
en his interests, .take up new or abandoned hobbies, meetl new
people, and push fandom baok into a emall corner of his mind,
Otherwise, one more good fan is liable to go the way of Chau-
venst and Wright, —~=CJF)r

A QUESTION OF TERMINOLOGY

The current (#27) Fanewscard mentions a gathering of fen in a
city some miles west of here some wecks age which has had be-
stowed upon it the supposedly lmmortal and world-renowned ti-
tle of "Santamonicon®, I esee no reason whatever for thise
christening; fan gatherings, I have always understood, achlevs
immortality only when fans from distant areas are present.
None of the fen who attended this kaffeeklatch had to put mors
than 400 weetongs (four bits) on the ticket counter to reach
the Bronsonian Legation, No undue hardships yere involved,
A1l of them were able to make mectings at 6373 regularly when
they were members of the LASFS, I could go on indefinitely,
repeating myself somewhat, but space in Orbit is limited and
& conglusion is waiting.

Some limitations must be set upon
the use of the fan neclogisma Hoon® and “vention" and other
similaxrly important-sounding words, I think the most prac—
tical reqQuirement would be the presence of & fans from over
150 miles away, or just poasibly 1 fan from over 300 miled
away. Here, then, is another subject for discussion; let
the hot air blow, ; 8

PRB TAKE HEED

There is a Bronsonis Pharmacy at 5889 Franklin Avenue, Holly-
wood 38 (at the intersection of Franklin & Bronson Avenues),
ls this perchance the abode of the true Bronsonian represen-
tative in Southern California?

CURIOSA

The February 1944 lssue of Coronet magazine contuing a very
interesting article on the agiritualist experiences of the
family and friends of the California writer Stuart Edward
Woite, together with a list of the booke which these exper=
lences caused to be written, It is worth any fan's Quarter.
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COSMOS AND ANTICOSMOS

At the moment, I canttiquite reesll leibscher!s preclse comw
wents on L'affaire Degler, tmt I remember that they inapiped
me to dash off 2 somowhat windy summaetion of my attitude on
the co{s)uie guestions It vent so-ething like this:

X Degler
hes reudiated the stotcworta ard the pletform set forth in
hls ecrlier-ilssues. e cannot, lowesver, re-diabe Faliter's
dictun on fende"e FPurthermorc, he cloalis to hecve over 300
uenbers who svrbseribe to his beliefs. i™e Col(s)mic i'ind ol-
lepges that the wlznks in the CC nlatform brousht fardonts
wrath upon hin (a) beczuse they were conceivzd in haste and
{b) beezusce te stencil-cuttor, by cleaning up his rpremar
(anc with his consent) cownletely distorted the neaniang of
his stetements, The old adapre cbout corceiving in hosie znd
re enting at leisure vould seeit to sonly here, but it doesn't.
A lot of the »nlatfori neterial in the early CC!'s was based on
the first Cosmic Digest. Purthermore, I can't see how the
end product of Degler's thought processes would have differed
had he teken slix months to a year to develop his program for
fandom, I spent the bettcr part of twelve hours trying to
clean up the CC program while cutting the stencils, toning
down a couple of utterly imposslible spots, but could make no
important headway outside of correcting some of Clod's lncred-
ible Indiana diaslect, Then, wheon the sparks began to fly, ho
damned me from hell to breakfast, declaring that my attempts
to smooth over his grammatical errors were responsible for
the bad rcception the CC had inecurrcd.

: ; I belicve that theo CC
as it is now should be considercd as if it were in thc same
position as the PanGermanism of 1919, not thetiof the Nazlsm
of todays.s.something that has boen slapped down for the nonce
but not totally destroyed, a potential sore spot. Some fans
believe that the CC should be ignorod, let alone, left to
pass qulotly from the fan scence 1 look upon Degler cnd Dcg-
lerism as I would look upon a snoke that bit met I would
ki1l it, Instcad of mercly driving it off my propcrtys o

Ce™

lieve that his retraction is only temporary, an sttompt to
regain what little stature he might have had iIn fandom before
the fall of 19434 It is interesting to noto that he has not
ceased his libelous, anide innucndoes against Ungor, Schwartsz
cnd other fans who have opposcd him on various grounds. Itds
also interesting to note the lack({%)of coordination at CC HQt
3 or 4 wecks aftor he announced the retraction., out came the
Cosmic Digest with rcprints from CCC #38 I think fandom will
do well to bear in mind = guotation from Theodorc Sturgeonts
MICROCOSMIC GODs

"The important thing 1s that that groat
gray shell will bear watchings Men die, but rac&s live. Some
day the Neoterics, after innumerable genoratlions of lincons,
ccivable advancement, will taoke down theolir shield and come
forthe When I think of that I focl frightencd." 1
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WHY I LIKE HAWAIIAN

For the benefit of Fapans in general, and D. B. Thompson in
perticular, here is a bit of reference {(?) material on the
Hawalian language which might possibly preve of interest. lt,
14ke most of the material ia Orbit, was provoksl oy an ltem

in the last mailing; in this case, D3T's avbicls oz an "Inter-
national Auxiliary Alphebet! in a recexnt lhanny. (1 am now
awaiting details of a language %o go witn She alihabetb.)

Eewalian has five vowels, seven consonants, and what I belisve
would be a glottal stop. The vowels aro & E I 0 and U, pro-
pronounced as ona pronounces those in the auxiliary alphabet,
which pronunciation endears it to me. i8ec boiow.} -The con-
sonants are H K L K ¥ P W. The glottal stop (sic} is usually
indicated by an apostrophe: a song written by Sigmund Spaeth
is titled Wahine U'i; ua and u'a are two entirely different
words, T could 1ift pages from Thrum's anmual (the reference
work on Hawali) but won't, as my copy is on the other side of
town.

T might mention something about the battle of the W, a
phonetic, not military, conflict. Brlefly, 1t is this: Some
people pronounce the letter W as V when it appears in the ul-
timate syllable of a word, and seme do not. At ali other
times, however, W ls pronounces as . It can be confusing 1if
one follows the Pro-V group, becsusc many names of places and
1ndividuals arc compounded from severol words. (The Honolulu
papors still carry accounts of bables who arc baptised with
burdensome but beautiful 40 or 50 letter middlec names. Tho
longest I know of has elther 5% or 57 letters. It:s a mnico
way to get babyls plcture on the front page; but don't for-
get, that name might have to go on a draft card some dayl)

No matter which side of the W fence one is on, he always pro-
nounces Ewo a8 if 1t werc spelt with a V.

I could also warn
thot the pronunciation of the letter E varies from the E 1n
bell to the E in thores The formor usually appcars in words
beginning with E: Ewa, Elecle (doubls E cquals two single
E's, not I as 1n machinel)

- £ Thorc arc no closed syllablces in
Hawaiian; the language goes out of its way to avold thcms Neo
Hawaiion, the Hawalion adaptation of foreign torms not in tho
language before Cook, usually takes the hard waye For in-
stances The neo-Hawaiian word for Britain is Berctanic---
tho nome of o main stroect in Honolulu. The neoo-Hawaiian word
for week, XKu alpne knows why, is hcbodomce I think 1t's out
of Greek by French, but I'm not sures

Therots ono thing azbout
the supposedly over-voweclled Hawallan wordss you can pro-
nounce them with very 1ittlc offort. Now whon I look at the
namos of two Slavic towns, Przomysl and Crk, I shuddcr and
lapse temporarily into drcoms of tho days when I journeycd
from Kauai to Kuaowa by way of Maul and Puuwaowan with ny
friend Gabricl I. (AU ond AI are generally diphthongse)
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I shall close this with a no doubt apocryphal talc of o mall-~
hini (nowcomor) who had a holl of a time learning Hawalian
words, After a timo, his komacinag (old timer} mcntor thought
ho was ready for the final test. He took the malihinl down
to the waterfront, pointed to a sign, and saild "rond thate”
The tourist collected himsclf, inhaled, and spokc confldently
thus: pee-pay-lee~noye Tho word 1s spelled PIPELINE,

IF YOU MUST KNOW, MR &

There simply was no choice---WE JUST HAD TC DO IT! If Hel
and I had been leading the lives of ordinary humans~--or even
ordinary fens---on that fateful night, we might never have
made FAPA., .But we were not: {oh woel) we were in the LASFS
ciubroom with a horde of other oddly acting humens, perhaps
the largest extant group afflicted with the disease fapa-itls,
caused by the insidious virus fmzlil wollheimiili. {(No snide
cracks, please.) This virus moves from person to person very
quickly=-=--a handshake or a slaep on the back &3 enough=--and
takes effect even more quickly. So, you see, we were not
free agonts; we were acting under compulsion, there was =
deadline to be mot, and the dread virus' hunger had to be ap-
peased, for threc months at least. If we have offended you
we are sorry; we trust that future offerings will rcmove from
your mind any unpleasant memories conneccted wlth the names of
Brown and Ferne. And we nsk that you Join with us in wishilng
that the virus within us does not soon pass into the third,
or quiescent, stage~-~-in vhich the victim is content merely to
peruse the mallings and foist upon his follow fapans a mimeo~-
grophed miscarriage such as MADMAN OF MARS or FANTA SNIDEs

I might add that the fan of 184x who does not have a complete
file of Fantasy Collcector will be in the seme fix as a fan of
today who lacks, say, two or threc lssucs ol Roader and Col=
loctor, Acolyte, or Yhos,

CLICHE:
Light 1s good entertainmont even 1if 1t is full of typographice
a1 orrors.. Seriously, though, Light is one of the few mags
that attempts to get away from the cdltor!s-ramblings-and-
comments-on-the~last-mailing formula., And it could be im-
proved by the 1iberal use of correctién fluld.

* I 1liked "Rec-
ordemon", being somewhat of a radioc nut and ex-ham, put {a)
the playback passage might have been more thoroughly develop«
ed, end (b} I can think of no simple hypothesis which might
oxplain the manifestaetion around which the story was built.

SHAW & SPELER:

The sheer bulk of your contributions torrified mo, and I sct
them aside to read in leisure timo I lateor found I didntt
have.- At some later date, perhaps I shall delve into thems
No hard feolings, pleasce






